
COMMONWEALTH O F AUSTRALIA
DEPARTMENT O F CIVIL AVIATION AIRCRAFT ACCIDEN T INVESTIGATIO N SUMMAR Y REPORT/ '

Reference No .

AS/703/1007

1. LOCATIO N O F OCCURRENC E

_2 mile s sout h east of George Town , Tasmania .
<V TH E AIRCRAFT

Moke on d Mode l

Cessna 172G
Registered Owne r

Schutt Aircraf t Pty . Ltd. ,
P.O. Bo x 62,
Cheltenham, Victoria .

Regi s t ro t ion

VH-PLR

Height o.rn.i.l . ( f t)

50 fee t
Date Tim e (Local ) Zon e

18.1.70 123 0 TS T

Certif icate o f
Airwor th iness

Operator

Schutt Aircraf t Flyin g Academy,
Moorabbin Airport Pty. Ltd.,
Cheltenham, Victori a .

Valid fro m Vali d t o

7.3.66 6.3.7 5
Degree o f damag e t o a i r c r a f t

Substantial
Other propert y damage d

Post and wire fenc e .

3. TH E FLIGH T
L t  I  d  d d t

George Town

-^^

T f  d  r  t r

1230

N t  i  f  t  d d l d '

Launceston

P f  fl ' h t

Travel

Cl f  r  f

Private

IFHE CRE W

Nome Status

Pilot

Age

31

Class o f licenc e

Private

Hours o n type

18

Total hour s

63

Degree o f injur y

Nil

5. OTHE R PERSON S (Al l passenger s on d persons injure d o n ground)

Name Status

Passenger

Degree o f injur y

Nil

Name Status Degree o f injur y

6. CONTRAVENTION S OF REGULATION S AND ORDER S

Regulation o r O'de r No . Nature o f contravention

A.N.R. 89(1) The aircraf t wa s taken off from a  field which was no t authorised b y the
Director-General fo r use a s a n aerodrome sinc e i t did not meet the specifie d
requirements i n respect o f length.

RELEVANT EVENT S

jfore commencin g the fligh t th e pilo t obtained information which led him to believe, incorrectly , tha t there was
an airstrip at George Town . O n arrival over Georg e Tow n he could not find a n airstrip so he selected a  field ,
examined it  fro m the  air, and landed. He  discussed the  field with the owner who estimated its  siz e as  2,  000
feet squar e and , fo r hi s departure , th e pilo t decided to make a  crosswind take-of f t o the south to avoid over-
flying severa l houses o n the western boundary. Th e pilot did not consult the take-off performanc e chart s
contained in the aircraf t fligh t manual, no r did he obtain accurat e information a s t o the dimensions of the field .
The wind velocity was westerly a t 1 5 knots and the fiel d dimensio n to the sout h was i n fact 1,70 0 feet with trees
30 feet high along the boundary, reducin g the effectiv e lengt h to 1,100 feet. I n these conditions th e minimum
effective operatin g lengt h required b y the fligh t manua l for take-of f wa s 1 , 670 feet. Durin g the take-of f o n a
heading of 160 degrees the aircraf t wa s retarded by dense patche s of clover but the pilo t electe d to continue th e
take-off. Jus t before reaching th e trees he pulled the nose up sharply bu t the tailplane an d left wing tip struck
the tree tops. Contro l became difficul t an d he attempted to land downwind i n a smal l paddoc k but, afte r touching
down, th e aircraf t ra n throug h a fence an d came to rest o n a mound o f soft earth . Ther e wer e othe r take-of f
paths availabl e i n th e fiel d whic h would have provided adequate effectiv e operationa l lengt h for take-off . ;

8. OPINIO N A S T O CAUS E

The cause o f the acciden t was tha t the pilo t did not ensure tha t the performanc e capabilitie s o f the aircraf t
were such as t o permit safe operatio n along the selected fligh t pat h in the existing conditions.

Report approve d

(D.S. GRAHAM )
Designation
Assistant Director-Genera l

(Air Safety Investigation )
Date

25.6.71

CA 14 9



D E F I N I T I O N S

ACCIDENT -  A n occurrence associate d wit h the operation of
an aircraft whic h takes plac e between the time an y person board s th e
aircraft with the intention of flight unti l such time a s al l thos e persons
have disembarked an d in which

(a) an y person suffer s death or seriou s injury a s a  result of being
in or upo n the aircraf t o r by direct contact wit h the aircraft o r
anything attached to the aircraft ; o r

(b) th e aircraf t suffer s substantia l damage .

FATAL INJURY -  An y injury which results in death within 30 days.

SERIOUS INJURY -  An y injury othe r than a fatal injury whic h

(a) require s hospitalisatio n fo r mor e tha n 48 hours, commencin g
within seven days from the date the injury was received ; o r

(b) result s in a  fracture o f an y bon e (except simpl e fracture s o f
fingers, toe s or nose); or

(c) involve s lacerations which cause sever e haemorrhages, nerve ,
muscle o r tendon damage; or

(d) involve s injur y to any internal organ ; o r

(e) involve s secon d or third degre e burns , o r an y burns affectin g
more than five percen t o f the body surface .

MINOR INJURY -  An y injury othe r tha n as define d unde r "Fata l
Injury" or "Seriou s Injury" .

DESTROYED -  Consume d by fire, demolishe d or damaged beyond
repair.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE -  Damag e or structural failure which
adversely affect s the structural strength , performanc e or fligh t char -
acteristics of th e aircraf t an d which would normall y requir e majo r
repair o r replacemen t o f the affecte d component . Th e following types
of damage ar e specificall y excluded : engin e failure , damag e limited
to an engine , ben t fairing s o r cowling , dented skin , smal l puncture d
holes i n the skin or fabric , taxi-in g damage to propeller blades , dam-
age to tyres, engin e accessories, brakes , orwingtips .

MINOR DAMAGE -  Damag e other than as defined under "Destroyed"
or "Substantia l Damage" .




