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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199301723 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Wagga Wagga
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 09 June 1993
Time: 1300 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Swearingen Aviation Corp
Aircraft Model: SA226-TC
Aircraft Registration: VH-WGX Serial Number: TC-312
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Albury NSW
Departure Time: 1246 EST
Destination: Wagga Wagga NSW

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-44-180
Aircraft Registration: VH-FRI Serial Number: 44-8195015
Type of Operation: Miscellaneous   Other
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point:
Departure Time: 1237 EST
Destination: Cootamundra NSW

Approved for Release: Monday, September 27, 1993

Circumstances

VH-FRI was carrying out airwork at Wagga and was preparing for a practice VOR/DME approach to runway 05.
Wagga air traffic control (ATC) were using runway 23 as the runway in use and this was also the runway to which
most training aircraft were making their approaches.

At 1235 hours the pilot of VH-FRI requested a runway 05 VOR/DME approach and ATC replied that he could
expect a runway 23 VOR/DME approach and wrote this detail on the flight progress strip. The two crew members in
VH-FRI did not realise that the controller had issued an expectancy for a different runway to that requested and
continued to position their aircraft for an approach to runway 05.
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At 1244  hours ATC approved VH-FRI to make a sector entry for a runway 23 VOR/DME approach. Again the
crew did not notice that the runway given was not the one requested. The controller passed overshoot instructions to
VH-FRI that would keep that aircraft clear of VH-WGX which was approaching Wagga on a flight from Albury
and had been instructed to track for a landing on runway 23.

The cloud was five octas at 2,000ft and therefore a visual sighting by ATC was not guaranteed.  However the
controller had sighted VH-WGX at approximately 5 - 8 NM from the field and he continued to look for VH-FRI in
the same direction but nearer to the runway as VH-FRI was sequenced to be first.

At 1259 hours the controller had still not sighted VH-FRI and decided to look in the direction of the runway 05
final approach and saw VH-FRI commencing an overshoot on that runway.  He immediately issued new
instructions to both aircraft that maintained visual separation standards and a breakdown in separation was averted.

Significant Factors

1.The crew of VH-FRI, having requested runway 05, continued to hear runway 05 even though the controller was
saying runway 23.

2.The air traffic controller, having expected a request for runway 23,  misheard the pilot request an approach for
runway 05 and continued to issue instructions for a runway 23 approach procedure.
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