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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199301632 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Jim Lewis Waterhole, Kurundi Station
State: NT Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 04 June 1993
Time: 1745 hours Time Zone CST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Robinson Helicopter Co
Aircraft Model: R22 ALPHA
Aircraft Registration: VH-HBW Serial Number: 387
Type of Operation: Commercial      Aerial Mustering
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Kurundi Station NT
Departure Time: 1745 CST
Destination: Kurundi Station NT

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 3200.0 3850

Approved for Release: Monday, March 28, 1994

The helicopter had been used for mustering throughout the day and had been refuelled from drums.

When the mustering was completed the last 15 litres from a partly used drum was pumped into the auxiliary fuel
tank of the helicopter.  Fuel samples were taken from the main tank and filter and the helicopter flown to nearby
stockyards.

After a short time on the ground, the helicopter departed for the station homestead, about 37 km away. 
Approximately 10-15 minutes after refuelling, while cruising at 200-250 feet above ground level, the engine began
to run roughly and the rotor RPM began to decay. The pilot lowered the collective control and the engine stopped.

The helicopter was flying downwind in a 20-30 knot wind and the pilot was committed to a downwind
autorotational landing.  Touchdown was at 20-30 knots on rough ground made heavy by recent rains. The skids dug
in and the helicopter nosed over and was substantially damaged. The pilot was uninjured and walked to the
homestead for assistance.

Subsequent inspection by recovery personnel revealed water and dirt in the fuel filters.
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