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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199300960 Occurrence Type: Accident
L ocation: Barwon Heads Airfield
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 17 April 1993
Time: 0820 hours TimeZone EST

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: CessnaAircraft Company

Aircraft Model: 1820
Aircraft Registration: VH-FZR Serial Number: 65692
Type of Operation: Non-commercial Pleasure/Travel
Damageto Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Wangaratta
Departure Time:
Destination: Barwon Heads
Crew Details:
Hourson
Role Classof Licence Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 80.0 480

Approved for Release: Monday, May 1, 1995

Barwon Heads Airfield has two strips. The main strip is aligned 350/170 degrees, has alevel gravel/grass surface
and is approximately 760 metreslong. The shorter strip is aligned 080/260 degrees, has a grass surface, is
approximately 470 metres long and slopes down to the east. When the aircraft arrived in the circuit area the wind
was cam. The pilot intended to land into the north but he noted that there were several power chutes operating from
that strip so he opted for an approach into the east.

The first approach resulted in a go-around due to a power chute landing into the north. This chute was pulled up
just prior to theintersection. The second approach resulted in a touchdown which was later measured to be 73
metres in from the threshold markers. Full flap was used. The pilot reported that the aircraft skipped over a small
mound at the intersection of the two strips. Braking then seemed to be ineffective. The aircraft felt as though it was
skidding. The pilot applied some rudder correction and checked the brakes and hand brake were both off.

He said that he then decided to go around but delayed power application due to the proximity of a power chute.
Power was then applied and the aircraft became airborne with full flap still selected. It clipped the top
strand/strands of awire fence at the end of the strip. Because the pilot did not know what damage may have been
done he closed the throttle and mixture controls and landed beyond the fence. The aircraft touched down, ran
through another fence, entered thick tussocks in a swamp and overturned.

The investigation found that the short grass strip was wet with dew and had an uneven surface due to cracksin the
ground and atufty grass surface. Thiswould have provided avery poor braking surface. In addition, the strip had
an increasing down slope, the last third of its length measured as approximately 3% downhill. The pilot reported
that he landed on the same strip the previous week in similar conditions and stopped in about two thirds of the strip
length.
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