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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199300835 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 3km WNW Mount Beauty
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 10 April 1993
Time: 1310 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: Serious
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 1 0 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 1 0 0 1
Total        0        2        0        0        2

Aircraft Manufacturer: Intreprinderea De Constructii Aeronautice
Aircraft Model: IS-28B2
Aircraft Registration: VH-WVQ Serial Number: 46
Type of Operation: Commercial      Other
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Point: Mount Beauty VIC
Departure Time: 1255 EST
Destination: Mount Beauty VIC

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command None 55.0 1100

Approved for Release: Thursday, October 27, 1994

The club was carrying out joy flights in VH-WVQ and earlier in the day another pilot had flown  these. A second
pilot then took over this task. He flew his first flight with an adult passenger and no operating anomalies were noted.
For his second flight a 12 year old boy was carried in the front seat, along with 13.5 kilograms of ballast.

On aero tow take off the pilot noted the stick had to be pushed fully forward to lift the tail. He said the handling felt
a little "strange" in the air but he elected to continue. Release was at 2800 feet and he commenced circling in the
Gap area to try and obtain lift. Positive two stages of flap was set, with a speed of 42 knots and 30 degrees of bank.
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Lift conditions were poor; they were just maintaining height. At about 300 feet above a ridge the glider stalled with
the left wing going down and the tail also dropping slightly. Recovery seemed slow even though the stick was
pushed completely forward. It became impossible to avoid trees and on contact these pulled the wings backward.
The glider came to rest in the trees with the canopy dislodged and the nose pointing down at the ground some 30
feet below.

The pilot was unable to prevent the passenger from undoing his belt and attempting to get out onto a branch. In the
process the passenger slipped, then managed to briefly hold on to the branch with a hand before falling to the
ground. He was injured but managed to walk to a nearby road where a motorist picked him up. The pilot got out of
the aircraft onto a branch but could not get down to the ground which was still some 25 feet below. He remained
there until rescued about 1.5 hours later.

It was a fine day with virtually no surface wind. Other glider pilots who flew either before or at about the time of the
accident said that lift conditions were poor and intermittent. One of those who flew in the Gap area commented that
he had to circle close to the mountain to get lift. As his turn took him out from the side of the mountain he lost the
lift, with the variometer indicating -1. Post accident calculations indicated that the position of the centre of gravity
was at 38.7 per cent Mean Aerodynamic Chord (MAC). The approved range was 22-40.6 per cent MAC.

Significant Factors:

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident:

1.  The conditions were unfavourable for obtaining adequate lift for prolonged flight.

2.  The pilot continued the flight in marginal lift conditions.

3.  The pilot allowed a severe stall to develop at a low height above the terrain.
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