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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.

Printed on Tuesday 15 April 2008 - 12:59 PM



3
Aviation Safety I nvestigation Report

199300809
Occurrence Number: 199300809 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: 35km SW Canberra
State: NSW Inv Category: 3
Date: Thursday 18 March 1993
Time: 0910 hours TimeZone EST

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Fokker B.V.

Aircraft Mode: F28 MK 3000

Aircraft Registration: VH-EWF Serial Number: 11143
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic Passenger

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: CanberraACT

Departure Time: 0906 EST

Destination: Melbourne VIC

Aircraft Manufacturer: CessnaAircraft Company

Aircraft Mode: 210M

Aircraft Registration: VH-WNK Serial Number: 21061830
Type of Operation: Charter Passenger

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: King Island TAS

Departure Time: 0631 EST

Destination: Bankstown NSW

Approved for Release: Wednesday, July 21, 1993

Circumstances

Canberra approach/departures control was being operated on combine due to training requirements. The training
officer had confidence in the trainee's ability to handle the situation as the traffic level was light and the trainee was
in hisfinal two weeks of training prior to arating proficiency check.

VH-WNK [Cessna 210] was maintaining 9,000ft on aflight from King Island to Bankstown and was established
on the 210 radial of the CanberraVOR.

VH-EWF [Fokker F28] departed Canberrafor Melbourne at 0906 hours and was instructed to maintain 8,000ft due
to an expected confliction with VH-WNK.

When the trainee controller identified VH-EWF he expected that the aircraft would climb sufficiently quickly to be
able to reach alevel above VH-WNK before the radar separation standard of 5nm was infringed. On this basis he
climbed VH-EWF to Flight Level 190 with arequirement to report leaving 10,000ft.
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As the distance between the two aircraft reduced, the training officer asked the trainee what action he intended to
take. The trainee was considering his reply when the training officer instructed him to turn VH-EWF so that radar
separation would be maintained. At that precise moment the trainee commenced a transmission to another aircraft
on an unrelated matter and a few seconds delay occurred before aradar vector was issued to VH-EWF. The
training officer elected not to use the override system as he judged that the time taken to activate the system would
be similar to that taken by the trainee to complete the transmission.

Asthe crew of VH-EWF were complying with the instruction the separation reduced to 3nm before the flight paths
diverged. Asvertical separation had not been established, a breakdown in separation occurred.

Significant Factors
1. The trainee approach/departures controller misudged the climb performance of VH-EWF.

2. The rated approach/departures controller allowed the situation to devel op to the stage where there was insufficient
time to guarantee that separation standards would be maintained.

3. Thetraining officer's override facilities were not conducive to immediate correction of atrainee's error.
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