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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199300770 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 4km N Casino NDB
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 01 April 1993
Time: 1215 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 172N
Aircraft Registration: VH-WSA Serial Number: 17269299
Type of Operation: Instructional   Unknown
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Coolangatta QLD
Departure Time: 1102 EST
Destination: Coolangatta QLD

Aircraft Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: D95A
Aircraft Registration: VH-CFQ Serial Number: TD-594
Type of Operation: Instructional   Dual
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Archerfield QLD
Departure Time:
Destination: Archerfield QLD

Approved for Release: Sunday, June 19, 1994

The pilot of VH-WSA was carrying out training at the Casino navaid.  The pilot of VH-CFQ reported inbound to
Casino, also for training at the navaid.  VH-CFQ had arranged a 500 feet vertical separation with the pilot of
VH-WSA.  However, the pilot of VH-CFQ reported that the radio transmissions from VH-WSA were difficult to
read and that he was not aware that VH-WSA also intended training at Casino.  When he lost sight of VH-WSA
the pilot of VH-CFQ assumed that VH-WSA had departed the area and continued  descending.  Both pilots next
sighted each other when their aircraft passed nose to nose with about 100 metres lateral separation and  with
VH-CFQ at a slightly lower altitude.
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