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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199300765 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Bankstown
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 02 April 1993
Time: 1752 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 152
Aircraft Registration: VH-IVT Serial Number: 15280246
Type of Operation: Instructional   Dual
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Bankstown NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 350.0 700

Aircraft Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: 58
Aircraft Registration: VH-EUA Serial Number: TH191
Type of Operation: Instructional   Dual
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Bankstown NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 3.0 630

Approved for Release: Saturday, October 30, 1993
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The Cessna 152, VH-IVT was on a dual training flight, and was carrying out right hand circuits on runway 11 right.
The Beech 58, VH-EUA was carrying out training circuits, also on runway 11 right, and had nominated right hand
circuits during taxi. On the second circuit, when the aircraft was established on the downwind leg, the pilot of
VH-EUA reported "downwind touch-and-go". The Tower controller instructed the pilot to follow VH-IVT which
was turning onto final approach. After this touch-and-go, the pilot of VH-EUA was offered a left hand circuit by
the Tower controller. The pilot declined the offer as this was to be his last circuit. The option of a left circuit was
suggested to assist in providing separation between the two aircraft which had vastly different performance.

Two other aircraft were in the circuit (a Robinson R22 VH-HER, and a Cessna 152 VH-HCG) but both had been
issued landing instructions for completion of their flights. The occupants of the tower cab, the  Tower controller 
and the Tower Coordinator, were monitoring the circuit traffic in the normal manner. They had noted that VH-IVT
and VH-EUA were approximately half a circuit apart when an additional aircraft, a Beech 76, VH-JWX called
inbound to the Bankstown circuit. The pilot of that aircraft was asked to report at Warwick Farm. The controllers
could not see this aircraft at the time, and both moved to the rear of the tower in an attempt to sight VH-JWX which
was approaching from a westerly direction.

While this was occurring, VH-EUA had completed the touch and go and was in a climbing right turn onto
downwind. The pilot reported "downwind full stop" and the controllers, who had now obtained visual contact with
VH-JWX, turned their attention back to the south-eastern circuit area. The pilot of VH-IVT called downwind
touch and go at that time and as they looked up at the downwind position they saw VH-IVT in a steep turn and
diverging from what appeared to be very close proximity with VH-EAU. When the Tower controller checked with
the pilot of VH-EUA to confirm that they were following VH-IVT the pilot replied "we didnt even see him".

The pilot flying VH-EUA from the left hand control seat reported that he saw VH-IVT at his 10 o'clock position
and increased his bank angle to avoid the other aircraft. The pilot in the right hand control seat of VH-EUA was
operating the radio and had not seen VH-IVT.

The instructor in the right hand control seat of VH-IVT stated that after completing the turn onto downwwind he
sighted the other aircraft slightly below and about 50 feet away. He immediately took over and commenced a
climbing turn to the right. The instructor said that the other aircraft would not have been visible from the left and
seat, and a collision may have occurred if avoiding action had not been taken.

Significant Factors

The Tower Controller and the Coordinator were distracted by an inbound aircraft and did not recognise the potential
confliction between VH-EAU and VH-IVT.

The pilot in command ofVH-EAU did not adequately monitor the position of the aircraft ahead, VH-IVT, before he
commenced a turn onto downwind.
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