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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199300342 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 1km S Little Beach
State: NSW Inv Category: 3
Date: Friday 05 March 1993
Time: 0705 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 0 1 1 2
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 1 1
Total        0        0        1        2        3

Aircraft Manufacturer: Aerospatiale
Aircraft Model: AS355F2
Aircraft Registration: VH-PHM Serial Number: 5150
Type of Operation: Miscellaneous   Police Activities
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Point: 1 km S Little Beach NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Little Beach NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 250.0 9000

Approved for Release: Wednesday, September 14, 1994

The Police rescue helicopter was being flown for the purpose of conducting the search for and rescue of a seriously
injured rock fisherman in the MacMasters Beach area, south of Terrigal.  It departed Bankstown at about 0555 ESuT
and arrived at the command post at Little Beach at about 0620.  Shortly after, a paramedic was embarked and a
search initiated.  The injured person was located about 650 metres south of the command post.

The helicopter was flown back to Little Beach, where a crewmember disembarked and returned to the location of
the injured person.  It then was landed on a nearby rock ledge near the waters edge, where both the paramedic and
the observer left the helicopter to assist the fisherman. The helicopter then took off and moved away to minimise
noise and rotor wash in the immediate area.  The pilot reported that at that time the wind was calm, the visibility
unlimited, and there was some wave action against the lower of two rock shelves. He asked the ground party by
radio if a 'Stokes' litter was required for the retrieval of the fisherman, but was advised by the paramedic that this
would be unnecessary as the fisherman could be carried down to the rock shelf, close to the original landing point.
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The helicopter was brought to a low hover to allow the patient and observer to board.  After receiving a clearance to
depart from the paramedic, who remained on the ground, the pilot commenced a takeoff.  At a skid height of about
12 ft above the rock shelf, the entire aircraft was engulfed by a very large wave.  The takeoff was aborted and the
helicopter was stabilised in a hover.  Almost immediately, it was struck by a second wave, resulting in a double
engine flameout.  The helicopter was landed on the rockshelf, where it was then struck by a third wave, which rolled
it onto its side and forced it against a low rock face.  After the helicopter had come to rest, all three persons on board
were able to escape, assisted by the paramedic.

The pilot reported that the sea state then returned to its original, relative calm. However, after a further 80 minutes,
another series of very large waves struck the helicopter, resulting in further damage.

Significant Factors

1.   Deceptive sea state.

2.   Desirability of rescuing injured person with minimum delay.
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