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[ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA-BUREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION
ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT

REFERENCE N01
S1/815/1017

‘1. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

4 km east of Kalgoorlie Airport, WA

Height a.m.s.1.:
1287 feet

Date: 30.4.81

Time (Local):

1844 hours Zone: W.S.T.

2. THE AIRCRAFT

Make and Model: Piper PA-31

JRegistration: VH-KMS

Certificate of Airworthiness:

Valid from 9.3.78

Certificate of Registration Issued to:

Operator:

Degree of Damage to Aircraft:
Destroyed

Other Property Damaged:
Mineshaft Headframe

Defects discovered:

Nil

3. THE FLIGHT

Last or intended departure point: Jameson

Next point of intended landing:

Purpose of flight: Aerial Ambulance

Kalgoorlie

Time of departure: 1609 hours

Class of Operation: Aerial Work

4., THE cREw
Name Status Age| Class of Hours on | Total |Degree of
Licence Type Hours Injury
Pilot 57 | Commercial 500 22655 Fatal
(Approx)

5. OTHER PERSONS (ALL PASSENGERS AND PERSONS INJURED ON GROUND)

Name Status Degree of Injury
Nurse Fatal
Passenger Fatal
Passenger Fatal
Passenger Serious
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6.

RELEVANT EVENTS

* acted as a relief pilot for the Eastern Goldfields Section of the
Royal Flying Doctor Service based in Kalgoorlie. On 30 April 1981 he had been
rostered as the duty pilot from 1100 hours to 1700 hours. He was advised by the
chief pilot soon after 1100 hours that a flight to Jameson and return was required.

The flight was planned to include a refuelling stop at Warburton en-route
to Jameson. The pilot expressed concern that the flight might not be completed in
daylight, but after discussing the problem with the chief pilot, it was concluded that
the flight should return to Kalgoorlie about ten minutes before last light. The
aircraft subsequently departed Kalgoorlie at 1221 hours, and the flight proceeded
uneventfully. However, delays en-route and in refuelling resulted in the aircraft
not departing Jameson until 1609 hours. Based on the flight plan time intervals, the
expected arrival time at Kalgoorlie was 1844 hours which was an hour after last light.
The pilot did not hold the necessary qualification allowing him to operate a multi-
engined aircraft at night, although he held such a rating for single-engined aircraft.

‘He elected to proceed as planned, and declared the last section of the flight a

Mercy Flight.

At 1828 hours, when 55 km from Kalgoorlie, the pilot contacted Kalgoorlie
Flight Service Unit and received details of the weather, as recorded thirty minutes
earlier. This information included an observation of lightning to the west-south-west
and a line of thunderstorms from north-west to south of the aerodrome. At 1840 hours,
when about 13 km from Kalgoorlie he advised that he would use runway 28. No further
communication was heard from the aircraft.

‘ J

Witnesses at Boulder, 4 km east of Kalgoorlie, subsequently réported that a
severe squall entered the area shortly before the aircraft was seen turning on to
final approach for the runway. The strong wind had generated dust clouds and the
aircraft was seen to enter one of these, whilst executing a number of sudden attitude
changes. It then collided with a mineshaft headframe. The left wing was torn from
the aircraft which then crashed to the ground nearby. No pre-existing defect or
malfunction which could have contributed to the accident was found during the
examination of the wreckage.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

There is insufficient evidence available to enable the cause of this
accident to be determined. It is evident however, that the aifcraft encountered
severe turbulence at a low height during the approach for landing.
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