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^Li_JRELEVAHT EVENTS

During the morning of 9.8.79, the aircraft was refuelled to capacity and three drums, each with a
capacity of 20 litres, were also filled with fuel and placed in the baggage compartment. The aircraft, loaded with
freight, subsequently departed Essendon at 1335 hours and proceeded to Cambridge where it arrived at 1536 hours
The freight was unloaded and, at 1621 hours, the aircraft departed for Launceston where it arrived at 1653 hours.
It was again loaded with freight and departed Launceston at 1720 hours bound for Flinders Island. The aircraft
landed at Flinders Island several minutes after the end of daylight, which was at 1745 hours, and the freight was
unloaded.

On the following day, the aircraft was again loaded with freight and the pilot subsequently reported
departure from Flinders Island at 1329 hours, bound for Essendon. The take-off run was observed to be longer
than usual for this type of aircraft and its rate of climb appeared to be less than normal. The IFR flight plan
notified by the pilot before departure indicated his intention to cruise at an altitude of 4500 feet but, at 1410 hours,
he reported to Melbourne Flight Service Unit "request traffic for a descent to proceed VFE we're getting 50 knot
head wind here". On being advised that there was no traffic information, the pilot reported leaving 4500 feet.

At 1502 hours, the pilot established communication with Essendon Tower, reported approaching
Channel 0 at 1500 feet, and "request expedite clearance". He was issued with a clearance to enter controlled
airspace at 1500 feet tracking from Channel 0 to Essendon via Clifton Hill. At 1506 hours he reported at Clifton
Hill and, at 1507:38 hours, he advised "I'm sorry have a Mayday appear to have a fuel problem we'll have to land
on a golf course". On being asked "which golf course?, the pilot replied "oh right where we are now". No
further communications were received from the aircraft.

The aircraft was observed by witnesses in the Northcote area initially on a north-westerly heading
towards Essendon. E was seen to be descending and the sound of the engines was not normal. After flying over
the northern section of the Northcote Municipal Golf Course, the aircraft commenced a descending left turn and

[passed over a power transmission line which ran in a north-south direction near the western boundary of the golf
course. As the turn continued towards an easterly heading, the aircraft again passed over the power line, at a
very low height, and in strong tail wind conditions struck trees bordering a fairway while in a slightly left wing



RELEVANT EVENTS (cont d)
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down, nose down, attitude. It struck the ground heavily just beyond the trees and the main wreckage travelled
a further 73 metres before it came to rest on the edge of a green in the south-eastern corner of the golf course.

Detailed examination of the wreckage of the aircraft revealed no evidence of any defect or mal-
function which may have contributed to the accident. There was no significant fuel in the fuel systems of the
two engines and there was negligible fuel in those cells of the fuel storage system which were undamaged. There
was no fire.

The pilot was in full time employment as an airline captain with a major operator. He was also
involved financially and managerially in Norfish Pty. Ltd. and both he and the Company had financial difficulties
at that time. The flight plan submitted by the pilot before departure from Essendon on 9.8.79 contained false
names in respect of both the pilot and the operator. Neither the pilot nor Norfish Pty. lid. held a Charter or
Aerial Work Licence.

The maximum specified take-off weight for the aircraft was 3357 kg. for VFR operations and
3243 kg. for IFR operations. It has been calculated that the gross weight of the aircraft was 3775 kg. when it
departed Essendon for Cambridge on 9.8.79 and 3746 kg. when it departed Launceston for Flinders Island on
the same day. The calculated gross weight was 4061 kg. when it departed Flinders Island on the day of the
accident.

Although fuel was available at Cambridge and Launceston, the aircraft was not refuelled after it
'departed from Essendon. The three 20 litre drums were located in the aircraft wreckage and, although all were
damaged, detailed examination indicated that they ruptured under the action of hydraulic shock and that they wert
filled at the time of the accident. The total operating time of the aircraft from departure Essendon until the
time of the accident was consistent with a fuel endurance which could be expected in the circumstances leading
to this accident.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The cause of the accident was that the aircraft was operated with insufficient fuel to safely
complete the flight.
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D E F I N I T I O N S

\CCIDENT - An occurrence associated with the operation
of an aircraft which takes place between the time any person boards the
aircraft with the intention of flight until such time as all those persons
have disembarked and in which

(a) any person suffers death or serious injury as a result of being
in or upon the aircraft or by direct contact with the aircraft or
anything attached to the aircraft; or

Note . - - Specifically excluded are; death from natural causes and
fatal or serious injury to any person on board whether self-in-
flicted or inflicted by another person, or to ground support pe-
rsonnel before or after flight, or fatal or serious injury which
is not a direct result of the operation of the aircraft, or which
concerns stowaways.

(b) the aircraft suffers substantial damage or is destroyed; or

(c) the aircraft is missing or is completely inaccessible.

FATAL INJURY - Any injury which results in death within 30 days.

SERIOUS INJURY - Any in jury other than a fatal injury which

(a) requires hospitalisation for more than 48 hours, commencing
w i t h i n seven days from the date the injury was received; or

(b) results in a fracture of any bone (except simple fractures of
fingers, toes or nose); or

(c) involves lacerations which cause severe haemorrhages, nerve,
muscle or tendon damage; or

(d) involves injury to any internal organ; or

(e) involves second or third degree burns, or any burns affecting
more than five percent of the body surface.

*
MINOR INJURY - Any injury other than as defined under "Fatal
Injury" or "Seripus Injury".

DESTROYED - Consumed by fire, demolished or damaged beyond
repair.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE - Damage or structural failure which
adversely affects the structural strength, performance or flight char-
acteristics of the aircraft and which would normally require major
repatr or replacement of the affected component. T>e following types
of damage are specifically excluded: engine failure; damage limited
to an engine or Its accessories, or to propeller blades; bent fairings
or cowlings; small dents or puncture holes in the skin; damage towing
tips, antennas, tires, or brakes.

MINOR D VMAGE - Damage other than as defined under "Destroyed"
or "Substantial Damage".


