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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT SI/783/1030

1. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

k Wilson's Promontory area, Victoria Unknown
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2.7.78
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS

On the morning of 2.7.78 the pilot obtained the relevant meteorological forecasts and submitted
a flight plan to the Moorabbin Briefing Office for a flight from Moorabbin to Flinders Island and return. He
did not hold an instrument rating and was therefore restricted to flight in accordance with the Visual Flight
Rules (VFR).

The forecasts indicated patches of fog over the route initially, with areas of rain developing
later in the day. Broken layers of stratus and strato-cumulus cloud were forecast but there was nothing to
uggest that VFR flight would not be possible. The VFR flight plan submitted indicated an estimated flight time

of 89 minutes to Flinders Island and 72 minutes for the return flight. The fuel endurance was stated as 300
minutes.

After being refuelled to capacity, the aircraft departed from Moorabbin at 1007 hours and the
pilot subsequently reported in the Flinders Island circuit area at 1143 hours. The aircraft landed at
Flinders Island Aerodrome and the pilot and passenger proceeded by motor vehicle to a farming property some
40 kilometres distant.

On returning to the aerodrome later in the day the pilot attempted to obtain up-to-date weather
information for the return flight but the telephone was found to be unserviceable. By this time, the earlier
forecasts covering the route had been amended and generally indicated some deterioration in conditions,
particularly in relation to increased cloud at the lower levels. Nevertheless, the forecast conditions suggested
that VFR flight could be poasible over the route. The amended terminal forecast for Moorabbin also indicated
increasing low cloud.

The pilot and the passenger were seen to board the aircraft which then took off and circled the
aerodrome before being obscured by cloud. At this time the weather to the south of Flinders Island Aerodrome
was squally and the nearby mountain was partly covered by cloud. At 1543 hours the pilot established radio
communication with Launceston Flight Service Unit (FSU) and reported his departure from Flinders Island at
1541 hours, his intention to cruise below 5000 feet and his estimated time over South East Point (southern end
of Wilson's Promontory) as 1617 hours. He also asked for confirmation that Moorabbin Airport was open to



6. Relevant Events (Conf)

VFR traffic. He was advised that Moorabbin was "not closed to VFR at the moment however they expect it
to be". He was also given the current terminal forecast for Moorabbin and the sections of the relevant area
forecasts relating to cloud. He was requested to call Melbourne FSU at 1550 hours.

At 1551 hours the pilot established communication with Melbourne FSU and, at 1600 hours, he
again asked for confirmation that Moorabbin Airport was open to VFR operations and was advised in the
affirmative. He then reported that he was climbing to his planned altitude of 6500 feet and, at 1607 hours,
reported that he was climbing to 8500 feet. At 1620 hours he reported an amended estimated time over South
East Point as 1625 hours and again requested confirmation that Moorabbin was still open to VFR operations.
He was again advised in the affirmative. At 1622 hours the pilot broadcast the call sign of the aircraft once
very rapidly and the pitch of his voice was raised above normal. The flight service officer heard but did not
understand the call and twice requested the calling aircraft to repeat its call. There was no reply and no
further communications were received from the aircraft. Following failure of the aircraft to report position
at South East Point, the Uncertainty Phase of search and rescue procedures was declared at 1640 hours. When
widespread checks failed to establish the location of the aircraft, the Alert Phase was declared at 1713 hours
and this was upgraded to the Distress Phase at 1745 hours.

•
A search of the probability area was carried out by air, land and sea during the next three days

and, on the morning of 3. 7. 78, two seats and a left main wheel assembly from a Partenavia P68B aircraft
were found on the eastern shoreline of Wilson's Promontory. Additionally, three life jackets with the name
"TIPPETT" stencilled on them were found in the same area. No trace of the main wreckage of the aircraft,
or of the occupants, has been found.

Damage to the recovered aircraft seats and wheel assembly was consistent with them having
been attached to an aircraft which had struck the water at high speed in a nose down, left wing down attitude.

Post analysis of the meteorological situation at the time of the accident indicated that a complex
low pressure system was moving across Victoria. There was extensive cloud cover in the Wilson's Promontory
area and the base of the lowest cloud was 1000/2000 feet. Visibility was reduced in areas of heavy rain
showers. The interaction of differing air masses could have produced conditions conducive to severe airframe
icing In respect of aircraft operating at altitudes between 5000 and 7000 feet.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

There is insufficient evidence available to enable the cause of this accident to be determined.
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D E F I N I T I O N S

ACCIDENT - An occurrence associated with the operation
of an aircraft which takes place between the time any person boards the
aircraft with the intention of flight until such time as all those persons
have disembarked and in which

(a) any person suffers death or serious injury as a result of .being
in or upon the aircraft or by direct contact with the aircraft or
anything attached to the aircraft; or

Note.- Specifically excluded are: death from natural causes and
fatal or serious injury to any person on board whether self-in-
flicted or inflicted by another person, or to ground support pe-
rsonnel before or after flight, or fatal or serious injury which
is not a direct result of the operation of the aircraft, or which
concerns stowaways.

(b) the aircraft suffers substantial damage or is destroyed; or

(c) the aircraft is missing or is completely inaccessible.

FATAL INJURY - Any injury which results in death within 30 days.

SERIOUS INJURY - Any injury other than a fatal injury which

(a) requires hospitalisation for more than 48 hours, commencing
within seven days from the date the injury was received; or

(b) results in a fracture of any bone (except simple fractures of
fingers, toes or nose); or

(c) involves lacerations which cause severe haemorrhages, nerve,
muscle or tendon damage; or

(d) involves injury to any internal organ; or

(e) involves second or third degree burns, or any burns affecting
more than five percent of the body surface.

MINOR INJURY - Any injury other than as defined under "Fatal
Injury" or "Serious Injury".

DESTROYED - Consumed by fire, demolished or damaged beyond
repair.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE - Damage or structural failure which
adversely affects the structural strength, performance or flight char*-
acteristics of the aircraft and which would normally require major
repair or replacement of the affected component. The following types
of damage are specifically excluded: engine failure; damage limited
to an engine or its accessories, or to propeller blades; bent fairings
or cowlings; small dents or puncture holes in the skin; damage towing
tips, antennas, tires, or brakes.

MINOR DAMAGE - Damage other than as defined under "Destroyed"
or "Substantial Damage".


