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(SsP) AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT

UforVIICO NO

SI/781/1058

I LOCATION Of OCCURRENCE
H*Jfk* • .M.ft.l.

'Eaglefield1 46km southeast of Mt. Coolon, Qld 900 feet
Dot. Tiao (Loral) Zon.

25.10.78 1400 hours EST
2 THE AIRCRAFT

Bell 47G3B1 Helicopter

3. THE FLIGHT

Eaglefield Station

R.ol.trotlon Corlllkot. e4 AiiworfhlnMI

VH-UTJ Valid from 18.11.75
Dofroo ol ttmtfi I* olrt'oll

Destroyed
OlSo< orooorfy 4*m*t*4

Nil

Nil

Tim. ol o.po>lu'. Noil poliil .1 int.no'.o loito'lnf PIMBOIO ol HltKl Cl.ti ol opor.lion 1

1340 hours Eaglefield Station Cattle Mustering Aerial Work

ITHE CREW

Now Jl.lKi

Pilot

*••

31

Clou ol IICOM.

Commercial
Helicopter

Howrft •« *ypo

1204

T.I.I kowri

1677

Oof r*. ill i«i»>r

Nil

5 OTHER PERSONS (All p«»t»»f«T. ««d p»r»»»i ln|»r̂  on ground)
M.M. lm«»

Observer

D.fro* .( ln|i»r

Fatal

N.M St«tm 0«ffM ol ifl|l»r

6 RELEVAHT EVENTS

The pilot was the holder of a letter of approval, authorising him to carry out low-level cattle muster-
ing operations. He was experienced at this activity, having flown Bell 47 helicopters in mustering for some 870
hours. During the morning of 25.10.78, the pilot had carried out mustering operations in the vicinity of Eagle-
field Station for about four hours. At the conclusion of this he was asked to carry out a further check of the area
previously covered, as it was considered some cattle might have been missed during the initial muster. For
this flight, the pilot was accompanied by , to assist in spotting cattle.  was not
experienced in helicopter operations, the pilot reported that he briefed him on such precautions as keeping low

avoid the main rotor whilst entering or disembarking.

Weather conditions in the area were reported as fine, with a surface wind from the east at some 10
to 15 knots and no low-level turbulence. Approximately 20 minutes after take-off cattle were sighted in a mod-
erately timbered area. The trees were some 20 feet tall and the pilot brought the helicopter to a hover, at a
height of approximately 30 feet, to chase the cattle out. He reported that a second or two after entering the hover
there was a loud noise from behind the cabin area and the helicopter immediately entered a rapid descent. The
pilot was not conscious of any abnormal vibration or yaw during the brief descent, and the engine continued to
produce power. The helicopter struck the ground in a nose-low, right-banked attitude and then fell back to rest
in an approximately level position. A fire broke out. The pilot turned off the engine magnetos and then assisted
the observer to release his seat belt. The cabin doors had been removed prior to the mustering operation and
both occupants rapidly left the cabin through the openings on their respective sides. The main rotor blades were
still turning and the observer was fatally injured when he was struck on the back of the head by one of the blades.

The fire damage was extensive and it was not possible to establish the pre-impact condition of much
of the helicopter and its systems. An examination of those components that were not destroyed revealed no

of nny defect or malfunction which may have contributed to the accident.
OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The cause of the accident was not determined.
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