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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199403298 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: 18km W Darwin, Aerodrome

State: NT Inv Category: 4

Date: Monday 31 October 1994

Time: 1830 hours TimeZone CsT

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Isragl Aircraft Industries Ltd

Aircraft Mode: 1124

Aircraft Registration:  VH-LLY Serial Number: 272
Type of Operation: Commercia  Coastal Surveillance

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: Darwin NT

Departure Time: 1330 CST

Destination: Darwin NT

Aircraft Manufacturer: Isragl Aircraft Industries Ltd

Aircraft Mode: 1124

Aircraft Registration:  VH-JPW Serial Number: 317
Type of Operation: Charter Cargo

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: Darwin NT

Departure Time: 1828 CST

Destination: Alice SpringsNT

Approved for Release: Friday, August 23, 1996

The pilot of VH-LLY was cleared for descent in Darwin controlled airspace from FL330 to 5,000 ft, on a heading
of 085, for radar vectoring to the ILS. VH-JPW had departed Darwin, and the pilot was cleared for climb to FL330,
on a heading of 163.

During descent, as VH-LLY was passing through 8,000 ft with a 3,000 ft per minute rate of descent, the pilot heard

Darwin Approach advise the pilot of VH-JPW of unidentified traffic in his 2 o'clock position, and to maintain

6,000 ft until clear. He looked out and sighted another aircraft rapidly approaching, and realised that he must be the
unidentified traffic. He resumed control from the co-pilot, made an immediate |eft turn and passed behind the other
aircraft, with an estimated separation distance of 200m.

He then contacted the pilot of VH-JPW and Darwin Approach to advise them of the occurrence. The pilot of
VH-JPW believed that if he had not maintained climb power when he levelled at 6,000ft, the passing distance
would have probably been much less.
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The Darwin Approach Controller admitted to misidentifying VH-LLY, contributing to the breakdown in separation
standard.
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