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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199403034 Occurrence Type: Accident
L ocation: Corowa

State: NSW Inv Category: 4

Date: Sunday 16 October 1994

Time: 1525 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: Serious

Injuries:

Fata  Serious Minor None Total

Crew 0 1 0 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 1 0 0 1
Aircraft Manufacturer: Burkhart Grob Flugzeugbau
Aircraft M oddl: ASTIRCS 77
Aircraft Registration: VH-IKE Serial Number:
Type of Operation: Non-commercia Practice
Damageto Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Corowa NSW
Departure Time: 1525 EST
Destination: Corowa NSW
Crew Details:
Hourson
Role Classof Licence Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Student 95.0 1650

Approved for Release: Tuesday, November 22, 1994

During awinch launch the pilot noted that the glider was accelerating slowly. He considered abandoning the launch
but because there was 6000 feet of runway he decided to persist until the winch driver realised that more
power/speed was required. The speed slowly increased to 50 knots at which point the pilot made a gentle rotation.
As soon as the glider started to rotate the speed fell off dramatically.

The pilot said that he lowered the nose immediately and then saw the ground approaching at a steep angle. He
managed to get the aircraft to alevel attitude but was unable to prevent it touching down very heavily resulting in
substantial damage.
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