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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199400956 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Gove
State: NT Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 16 April 1994
Time: 1530 hours Time Zone CST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 210M
Aircraft Registration: VH-AQH Serial Number: 21062846
Type of Operation: Miscellaneous   Ferry
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Milingimbi NT
Departure Time: 1455 CST
Destination: Elcho Island NT

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 21.5 194

Approved for Release: Friday, August 26, 1994

When the pilot selected the landing gear down in the circuit area the gear down light failed to illuminate. He
recycled the landing gear then carried out the emergency extension procedures, but without success. The aircraft
was fitted with a mirror and the pilot was able to observe that although the main landing gear appeared to be down
and locked, the nose landing gear had not extended.

The pilot decided to divert to Gove and advised Adelaide Flight Service of his intentions. He requested that
Emergency Services be made available.

On arrival in the circuit area the pilot discussed the problem with company engineers, then over a period of about 30
minutes made several unsuccessful attempts to extend the nose landing gear.

When the Emergency Services were in place, the pilot made an approach to runway 13. He shut down the engine on
short finals, landed on the main wheels and held the nose up as long as possible. As the airspeed decreased, the nose
dropped and slid along the runway, damaging the propeller and nose cowls.
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Subsequent investigation revealed that the nose gear doors were jamming and had trapped the nose landing gear in
the up position. The aircraft had suffered a landing gear collapse during a takeoff run some months previously and
had only been flown a few hours in the two months since the repair. The nose landing gear doors had been causing
extension problems during that time which had not been correctly rectified.
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