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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199400775 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Three Rivers Station
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 22 March 1994
Time: 1030 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 172P
Aircraft Registration: VH-PRY Serial Number: 17274315
Type of Operation: Charter         Passenger
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Three Rivers Station WA
Departure Time: 1030 WST
Destination: Three Rivers Station WA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 250.0 880

Approved for Release: Thursday, June 23, 1994

Information supplied by the pilot and the operator indicated that the pilot landed at the strip, without problems, on
the day prior to the occurrence. On the day of the occurrence she decided to fly the aircraft to a longer strip so that
she could refuel and depart, with the planned load, for Bunbury. The pilot decided to carry a passenger for the short
flight.

Although the strip was 730 metres long the pilot decided to use only the last 600 metres. The strip was partially
covered with bush, in places, up to 1.8 metres in height.  The density altitude at the time of takeoff was
approximately 4,000 feet.

In order to avoid rough parts of the strip the pilot elected to fly the aircraft off the ground at 55 knots and allow it to
accelerate in ground effect before climbing away. Shortly after lift-off the airspeed reduced to 40 knots and the
aircraft did not accelerate.

The pilot decided to reject the takeoff and the aircraft touched down with 150 metres to run to the end of the strip.
Although the pilot applied heavy braking the aircraft overran the strip and collided with a fence and trees. Skid
marks extended from the touchdown point to where the aircraft stopped (250 m).
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There were no indications that engine power was a factor in the occurrence.

The Pilots Operating Handbook indicated that between 800 (short dry grass) and 1050 metres (long wet grass) of
runway was required to reach a height of 50 feet above ground level in the prevailing conditions and using a takeoff
safety speed of 56 knots.
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