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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199400522 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: Y ass
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 02 March 1994
Time: 1010 hours Time Zone ESUT
Highest Injury Level: None
Aircraft Manufacturer: Boeing Co
Aircraft M oddl: 767-238ER
Aircraft Registration: VH-EAN Serial Number: 23402
Type of Operation: Air Trangport High Capacity International Passenger
Damageto Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Sydney NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Perth WA

Aircraft Manufacturer: Gulfstream/Aerospace Corp

Aircraft M oddl: Gulfstream I11

Aircraft Registration: N99SC Serial Number:
Type of Operation: Non-commercial Unknown

Damage to Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: Essendon VIC

Departure Time:

Destination: Sydney NSW

Approved for Release: Sunday, June 19, 1994

VH-EAN was en route from Sydney to Perth, cruising at flight level (FL)350. N99SC was en route from Essendon
to Sydney cruising at FL410 and requiring descent. Both aircraft were under the control of the Melbourne Air
Traffic Control Centre, Sector 7. It was apparent that the two aircraft would be in lateral conflict near Yass. The
controller cleared N99SC to descend to FL 360.

Above FL290, for aircraft that are not laterally separated, the minimum vertical separation is 2000 feet. Inthis
instance the controller had only provided 1000 feet. The two aircraft passed with about three and one half miles
lateral separation and 1000 feet vertical separation. For aircraft not vertically separated, the minimum lateral
separation in this instance was five miles.

The controller realised his error but too late to rectify the situation. Investigation revealed that prior to the incident
the controller had been busy with aircraft inbound to Sydney, entering the holding pattern at Bindook. All levels
assigned to other aircraft had been in the range of FL210 to FL 260 where only 1000 feet vertical separation is
required. He believed it was thisthat had led him to inadvertently apply the same standard to VH-EAN and N99SC
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