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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199503951 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: Sydney, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 14 November 1995
Time: 0900 hours TimeZone ESUT
Highest Injury Level: None
Aircraft Boeing Co
Manufacturer:
Aircraft Mode: 737-376
Aircraft Registration: VH-TAV Serial 23487
Number:
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic High Capacity Passenger
Scheduled
Damageto Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: CanberraACT
Departure Time:
Destination: Sydney NSW

Approved for Release: Wednesday, March 20, 1996

The B737 aircraft was being radar vectored for an approach to Sydney runway 34. The Approach South controller
issued instructions for the crew to expect runway 34 Right and proceeded to transfer the aircraft to the Director for
final approach.

The Director vectored the B737 onto base leg and then onto final approach with an instruction to intercept final for
runway 34 Left. Thisrunway expectancy was immediately questioned by the aircraft captain as he had briefed his
crew for an approach to runway 34 Right.

The Director confirmed that the runway would be 34 Left and commented that he thought the crew had already been
given that information. The captain replied that he had not, but that the change to 34 Left could be safely carried out.
The aircraft continued its approach and landed on runway 34 Left without further incident.

It was determined that the coordination for the change of runways was carried out between the controllers
concerned, but the exact manner in which this was performed was not established. The controllers did discuss the
possibility of changing aircraft between the two runways in general terms, but there was no specific reference to this
aircraft on the voice recordings. The flight progress strips, which may have provided further insight into this aspect
of the occurrence, were not located during the investigation and were unable to be scrutinised.

No definite reason for the failure to advise the crew of the change of runway could be determined.
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