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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199503208 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 111 km S Kojonup, (ALA)
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 29 September 1995
Time: 1300 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 0 1 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        0        0        1        0        1

Aircraft Manufacturer: Weatherly Aviation Company Ltd
Aircraft Model: 620A
Aircraft Registration: VH-NZG Serial Number: 1522
Type of Operation: Commercial      Aerial Agriculture - Other
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Bokerup WA
Departure Time: 1245 WST
Destination: Bokerup WA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 100.0 11000

Approved for Release: Tuesday, December 12, 1995

The pilot was conducting spray runs parallel to an electrical power transmission line. During one run the aircraft
collided with a feeder line at 900 to its track. The collision damaged the rudder and vertical stabiliser and although
the aircraft remained airborne the pilot had difficulty with directional control. He did not attempt to jettison the load.
The pilot continued to fly the aircraft straight ahead until it approach a field that was suitable for a forced landing.
During the attempted landing the aircraft was affected by a strong crosswind and the pilot was unable to prevent it
from weathercocking into wind and colliding with some trees.
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The pilot had been made aware of the main but not the feeder line. He had not noted the feeder line during his
pre-application inspection, probably because the line was not visible against the dark background created by the
crop. The pilot later indicated that, after the collision, he was reluctant to jettison the load as he was uncertain what
effect the sudden loss of weight would have on aircraft stability. When the aircraft weathercocked into wind the
damage to the rudder prevented him from being able to exercise sufficient directional control.
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