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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199501047 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 120km SW Sydney
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 07 April 1995
Time: 2003 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft
Manufacturer:

Boeing Co

Aircraft Model: 737-476
Aircraft Registration: VH-TJP Serial

Number:
24441

Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic High Capacity Passenger
Scheduled

Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Sydney NSW
Departure Time: 1953 EST
Destination: Melbourne VIC

Aircraft Manufacturer: British Aerospace Plc
Aircraft Model: BAe-125-700B
Aircraft Registration: VH-HSP Serial Number: 257215
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Corporate/Executive
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Sydney NSW
Departure Time: 1948 EST
Destination: Essendon VIC

Approved for Release: Friday, June 16, 1995

VH-HSP departed Sydney five minutes before VH-TJP.  Both aircraft were tracking via Wollongong and T18 to
Eildon Weir.  On first contact with sector control, VH-HSP was cleared to climb as planned to flight level (FL) 350.
VH-TJP was also planned at this level but on first contact with sector control, VH-TJP was cleared to climb to
amended FL 330. At this stage, VH-TJP was closing on VH-HSP at 110 knots and was 13 miles behind.

A very inexperienced trainee was operating the position under the supervision of a rated controller. The controller
was distracted from his supervision task for a short period and when he returned his attention to the screen he noted
that VH-TJP was now only five miles behind VH-HSP and 200 feet below.
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The controller told the trainee to turn VH-TJP onto 150 degrees. The trainee instructed VH-TJP to turn right onto
150 degrees but immediately corrected this to turn left onto 150 degrees. The crew then queried the direction of
turn. The controller took over from the trainee, told the crew to turn left and gave them traffic information on the
other aircraft. Separation reduced to a minimum of three miles at the same level.

Both the controller and the trainee indicated they were not very familiar with the performance of VH-HSP and that
the climb performance achieved had been less than they anticipated. The controller expected that VH-HSP would
reach flight level 350 before longitudinal separation was lost.  Separation would then be maintained vertically which
was the reason VH-TJP was assigned amended FL 330.

Significant Factors

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the incident:

1. Inadequate knowledge of the performance of VH-HSP.

2. The controller did not maintain an adequate monitor of the situation to ensure that the separation strategy devised,
actually achieved its aim.
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