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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199500075 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Rottnest Island
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Sunday 15 January 1995
Time: 1035 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 172RG
Aircraft Registration: VH-WRK Serial Number: 172RG0699
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Jandakot WA
Departure Time:
Destination: Rottnest Island WA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 35.0 92

Approved for Release: Friday, June 30, 1995

The pilot reported that during entry to the circuit at Rottnest he initially joined for a landing on runway 27 and he
had lowered the landing gear early to help slow the aircraft down. During the circuit join the wind changed and he
then manoeuvred for a landing on runway 09. He had to fit in with two other aircraft also manoeuvring for a landing
on runway 09.

The pilot made a high approach for runway 09. Prior to the approach he had completed his downwind checks which
included placing the landing gear lever in the down position and obtaining green indications.  During the flare the
landing gear warning horn sounded and he applied full power but it was too late to avoid a touchdown.

The pilot reported that a witnesses on the ground stated that the landing gear appeared to be in the down position but
that it collapsed on landing.

An inspection of the aircraft at Rottnest Island indicated that there was no scuffing on the main wheel tyres as there
would have been if the gear had rotated, on the ground, prior to retracting.  The nosewheel doors were slightly open
and the damage to them indicated that they were opening rather than closing.
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There were a series of propeller strike marks for a distance of 350 ft along the runway. The depth of the marks
indicated that the engine had been at a high power setting and that the aircraft had flown parallel with the runway
for most of the 350 ft.

An inspection of the landing gear, after recovery, did not disclose any evidence of collapse.

The evidence indicates that the gear was probably up when the warning horn sounded during the flare and it was in
the process of extending when the aircraft touched down.
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