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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199604273 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Moorabbin, Aerodrome
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 26 December 1996
Time: 1550 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Embraer-Empresa Brasileira de Aeronautica
Aircraft Model: EMB-110P1
Aircraft Registration: VH-BWC Serial Number: 110-261
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Moorabbin Vic
Departure Time: 1548 ESuT
Destination: King Island Tas

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-28R-201
Aircraft Registration: VH-SGE Serial Number: 28R-7837224
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Moorabbin Vic
Departure Time:
Destination: Moorabbin Vic

Approved for Release: Wednesday, January 8, 1997

VH-BWC departed from runway 17R and at 500 ft turned right to intercept the 195 degree track to King Island. 
The pilot elected to maintain an altitude of 700 ft until clear of the downwind leg of the runway 17R circuit and of
any possible light aircraft traffic along the coast.  Crossing the coast at 700 ft, VH-SGE passed in front of BWC
from left to right approximately 200 metres distant and 100 ft higher than VH-BWC. The crew of BWC had not
been given traffic advice on SGE and had not heard any inbound call from the aircraft.  SGE was joining downwind
for runway 17R.

The pilot of SGE said that he was unaware of BWC until he saw the aircraft when it was about 400 ft away.  At the
time of sighting, he said that he was at 1,000 ft and the other aircraft was about 200 ft lower and appeared to be
climbing.  Although close, there was no need for avoiding action as it was obvious BWC would pass behind SGE.
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Recorded communications showed that the pilot of SGE made a standard inbound call at Carrum and then called
again joining downwind.  The pilot of BWC reported ready for takeoff 25 seconds after SGE's inbound call so was
most probably still on ground frequency at the time of that call and therefore did not monitor the call.  The
aerodrome controller did not pass traffic to BWC on SGE.  Timings of calls recorded on tape would suggest there
was a potential traffic conflict.  The frequency was not busy during the period immediately leading up to the
incident.  The pilot of SGE did not recall hearing BWC reporting ready and being cleared for takeoff.
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