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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199604066 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 24km WSW Kununurra, Aerodrome
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 10 December 1996
Time: 1015 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: British Aerospace Plc
Aircraft Model: BAe 146-200
Aircraft Registration: VH-JJU Serial Number: E2116
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Broome WA
Departure Time: 0859 WST
Destination: Kununurra WA

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 207
Aircraft Registration: VH-UBX Serial Number: 20700138
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Business
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Kununurra WA
Departure Time: 0958 WST
Destination: Broome WA

Approved for Release: Tuesday, December 17, 1996

The BAe146 was inbound to Kununurra from Curtin and the crew had been listening on both the area and the MBZ
frequencies. They heard the pilot of the C207 make contact with Perth and discuss SARTIME arrangements and
give his destination as Broome. This information indicated the C207 might be conflicting traffic for their arrival.
They assumed the C207 was still on the ground at that time. As nothing further was heard from the pilot of the
C207, the crew of the BAe146 made several attempts to contact him. When contact was established the C207 was
12 NM from Kununurra on the 242 degree radial at 5,500 ft. The BAe146 was 14 NM from Kununurra on the 250
degree radial at 3,800 ft, on descent.
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The pilot of the C207 reported that his aircraft was fitted with one VHF set. After making his departure report on the
MBZ frequency he changed to the area frequency and became engaged in a discussion with Perth flight service
about his SARTIME. The discussion took longer than expected and during that time he could not hear any
transmissions from the BAe146 on the MBZ frequency. When he changed back to the MBZ frequency he heard the
transmission from the BAe146 and he answered immediately. He had tracked south of the Kununurra - Broome
track to remain clear of cloud. He does not believe he came close to the BAe146.

It is likely that the discussion between the pilot of the C207 and Perth flight service, which the crew of the BAe146
assumed had taken place whilst the C207 was still on the ground, was the one that occurred after the C207 had
departed. Consequently the BAe146 crew did not hear the taxy and departure transmissions that preceded that
discussion. The fitment of only one VHF set prevented the pilot of the C207 from adequately monitoring the MBZ
frequency and, as a result, separation between the two aircraft could not be arranged in a timely fashion.
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