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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199603637 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Bridgewater, (ALA)
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Sunday 03 November 1996
Time: 1300 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 0 1 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        0        0        1        0        1

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 182H
Aircraft Registration: VH-PLF Serial Number: 18256637
Type of Operation: Miscellaneous   Parachute Jump
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Bridgewater Vic
Departure Time:
Destination: Bridgewater Vic

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 11.0 429

Approved for Release: Friday, December 13, 1996

The pilot was flying parachute operations from Bridgewater airstrip where there were two grass strips, an 1100
metre east west strip and a 700 metre north south strip.  Occupants in a house to the west, off the end of the east
west strip, were holding a function and had requested in writing that the parachute aircraft avoid overflying for the
day to prevent the nuisance of noise.  The pilot decided to comply with the fly neighbourly request and use the
shorter north south strip.
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After all four parachutists had exited at 3,500 ft the pilot joined for a tight right circuit for a landing to the north. 
Although he was high and fast on final he persisted with the approach in an effort to avoid wasting valuable flight
time.  At the time, the wind was estimated to be a southerly at about 5 knots, the grass was wet and the aircraft was
light.  With full flap and airspeed about 10 knots higher than desirable, the aircraft touched down hard well into the
strip.  For a moment the pilot considered a go-around but quickly rejected the idea for fear of colliding with marked
powerlines immediately north of the strip beside a road.  He braked hard but there was little affect due to wet
slippery grass.  He attempted a ground loop but to no avail.

The aircraft overran the strip, crashed through a farm fence, passed under the powerline, crossed a sealed road,
penetrated another fence and came to rest about 40 metres beyond the airfield boundary.  During the overrun the
nosewheel assembly collapsed and the propeller struck the ground.

The operator advised that there was no pressure on the pilot to hurry.  The pilot gave the impression that he was so
keen to please that he inadvertently placed himself in a situation beyond his level of flying ability.
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