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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199603465 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Forest Vale, 65 km N Mitchell
State: QLD Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 26 October 1996
Time: 0905 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 150G
Aircraft Registration: VH-KPD Serial Number: 15065598
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Barcaldine  QLD
Departure Time: 0615 EST
Destination: Roma  QLD

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 17.5 103

Approved for Release: Monday, December 9, 1996

The pilot had just bought the aircraft and was delivering it to his home. The previous owner had not flown the
aircraft extensively and was unable to assist with performance and fuel information. As a result the owner used the
cruise performance information available in the pilot's handbook. This information showed an endurance of 7.9
hours and a range of 845 miles.

After refuelling to full tanks at Hughenden the pilot intended flying to Barcaldine and refuelling there. The
turbulence enroute was considerable so the pilot elected to depart early the next morning to avoid the turbulence. He
dipped the tanks and found that they were over half full. Since he considered that this would give him four hours of
endurance he departed for Roma without refuelling. The ground speed obtained during the flight would have
required a flight time of 223 minutes to Roma. While enroute, the engine failed due to fuel exhaustion. He
conducted a forced landing on a road and obtained fuel to complete the flight.

The pilot later learned that the endurance figures quoted in the handbook were optimistic. He also found that the
actual fuel used during flights was much higher than he had expected. By completing full flight plans he has been
able to establish accurate fuel consumption figures for his aircraft.
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After the landing the pilot attempted to activate the ELT using the remote control on the aircraft instrument panel.
The unit did not operate because of a flat Lithium battery in the remote control unit. After the battery was replaced
the unit was able to function correctly.
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