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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199603219 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 46km E Mildura, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Sunday 06 October 1996
Time: 1440 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 310R
Aircraft Registration: VH-TDS Serial Number: 310R0058
Type of Operation: Charter         Unknown
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW
Departure Time: 1230 EST
Destination: Waikerie SA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 132.2 368

Approved for Release: Thursday, November 21, 1996

The aircraft departed Bankstown on a flight to Waikerie at a cruising altitude of 8,000 ft. About 90 mins after
takeoff the pilot selected the left and right auxiliary tanks to supply fuel to their respective engines. Some 68 mins
later, when the auxiliary fuel tank contents had both reduced to about 20-25 lbs, the pilot turned the left engine fuel
selector to the left main tank. One minute later, he turned the right engine fuel selector to the right main tank.
Approximately two minutes later the pilot noticed a change in the tone of the left engine and felt a slight shudder
through the airframe. The left engine began to run rough, which worsened until it lost all power and stopped, despite
attempts by the pilot to restore engine power through the use of the auxiliary fuel pump and changes in mixture.
Attempts to restart the left engine were also unsuccessful. The pilot transmitted a PAN report and commenced the
left engine shutdown checks. However, the right engine commenced to run rough before it also suffered a complete
loss of power, which could not be restored.

The pilot transmitted a Mayday report and carried out a forced landing onto a field in the Malee National Park,
approximately 25 NM east of Mildura. During the landing the aircraft suffered substantial damage, including a small
fire in the right main tank, which the pilot was able to extinguish using a portable extinguisher. He then activated an
emergency locator transmitter (ELT). By 1640 search aircraft had located the accident site with the assistance of
ELT signals.
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Local police services attended the scene. The pilot subsequently discovered a substantial amount of white powder,
later identified as sugar, in the auxiliary fuel tanks. As it appeared there had been some form of deliberate
contamination of the fuel system, the police assumed responsibility for any further investigation.
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