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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199602780 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: Tottenham

State: NSW Inv Category: 4

Date: Tuesday 03 September 1996

Time: 0922 hours Time Zone EST

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp

Aircraft M oddl: PA-24-250

Aircraft Registration: VH-PIM Serial Number: 24-1612
Type of Operation:

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: Forbes NSW

Departure Time: 0852 EST

Destination: BrewarrinaNSW

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp

Aircraft M oddl: PA-31-350

Aircraft Registration:  VH-XMM Serial Number: 31-8052020
Type of Operation:

Damageto Aircraft:

Departure Point: Walgett NSW
Departure Time: 0822 EST
Destination: Hamilton Vic

Approved for Release: Monday, December 9, 1996

The pilot of VH-PIM was enroute Forbes to to Brewarrina at 6,000 ft initially estimating Nyngan at 0941 EST, but
later revised the estimate to 0931. The pilot of VH-XMM was enroute Walgett to Hamilton at 6,000 ft initially
estimating Tottenham at 0910 but revised the estimate twice, the last being 0921. Based on the original flight plan/
flight progress strip estimates for both aircraft, the time of passing in the Tottenham area would have been 0905
with PIM approximately 45 NM south south east of XMM.

The pilots revised their estimates enroute because XMM encountered a headwind component whereas PIM
encountered a tailwind component. However, by the time the Flight Service operator had passed traffic information
to both pilots, both aircraft had passed within 5 NM of each other at 6,000 ft.

The Flight Service operator advised that at the time of the breakdown in separation his traffic workload was fairly
high. Hefailed to realise that the revised estimates placed both aircraft in the Tottenham area at approximately the
same time.
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