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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199601955 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 250km NW Charleville, Aerodrome
State: QLD Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 11 June 1996
Time: 1030 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 172M
Aircraft Registration: VH-FYL Serial Number: 17263248
Type of Operation: Miscellaneous   Other
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Orange
Departure Time: 0620 EST
Destination: Charleville

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 200.0 3100

Approved for Release: Wednesday, November 27, 1996

The pilot stated that the purpose of the flight was to visit an engineering workshop in Charleville, and to
demonstrate the aircraft which was for sale. Because he wanted to return from Charleville on the same day, and the
flight time each way was approximately 4 hours 30 minutes, he had planned for an early departure. When he arrived
at the airport, the aircraft was covered in a thick frost, and it took him over an hour to defrost the aircraft and
complete a daily inpection. He departed Orange at 0620, and climbed to 6,500 ft. The weather was fine and sunny,
but very cold so he pulled the heater control to full on. After passing Bollon, 120 NM southeast of Charleville, The
pilot tuned to the Charleville NDB and noted that the needle rotated to indicate straight ahead. He recalled passing a
strip about 25-30 miles from Charleville and made a mental note that he could land there if the weather
deteriorated. He said that he then started thinking about the descent, and recalled thinking about turning the heater
down. It appears that the pilot then lost cosciousness as the next thing he remembered was that the aircraft was
descending through 1,000 ft at about 1,000 ft a minute.

The pilot said he pulled back on the control yoke and saw the horizon come into view. He banked hard left, and the
engine coughed. The pilot then noticed what looked like a very long airstrip ahead and landed. After landing the
pilot noticed the time was 1230 and realised that his ETA for Charleville had been about 1100. The pilot said his
head was aching and he felt cold and nauseous.
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The pilot eventually fixed his position roughly 150 NM northwest of Charleville, and after repairing the aircraft
radio, he was able make contact with an overflying jet late the next day and was rescued.

Examination of the cabin heat system revealed a large amount of exhaust build-up in the scat hose leading to the
cabin heat selector valve. The muffler was badly cracked around the outlet port and had a white soot stain around it.
It was concluded that the pilot may have been effected by carbon monoxide which entered the cabin via the cracked
outlet port of the muffler.
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