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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199601396 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Wagin
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 01 May 1996
Time: 1525 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Mooney Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: M20J
Aircraft Registration: VH-UDQ Serial Number: 24-0588
Type of Operation: Instructional   Check
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Jandakot WA
Departure Time: 1400 WST
Destination: Jandakot WA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command ATPL 250.0 16500
Pilot-In-Command (AICUS) Private 80.0 160

Approved for Release: Tuesday, June 4, 1996

The pilot and an approved testing officer were engaged in a commercial licence flight test. An aircraft landing area
inspection of Wagin runway 06 and a touch-and-go landing were completed. This was followed by a period of
instrument flying. The testing officer then gave the pilot a simulated engine failure, overhead Wagin airfield at 3500
ft. The pilot flew the aircraft to a short base leg for runway 34 at 1000 ft above ground level. Following the pilot's
comment that the approach was high, the testing officer instructed him to do something about it. He lowered the
nose and allowed the aircraft to accelerate whilst continuing the descent towards the strip. Speed over the runway
threshold was faster than optimum and the aircraft landed, following a bounce, 600 m into the 1000 m strip.

As the pilot applied power to go around the testing officer observed powerlines across the departure end of the
runway. He instructed the pilot to keep the aircraft on the ground and they attempted to stop in the runway
remaining. The runway surface included loose gravel and de-acceleration was poor. Main wheel skid marks were
apparent for 300 m. The aircraft ran off the end of the runway and collided with a raised road surface and a water
pipe. The left main and nose landing gear legs collapsed.  The aircraft came to a complete stop 100 metres from the
end of the runway.
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The powerlines were not observed during the landing area inspection because it concentrated on runway 06 and not
34.

The testing officer later indicated that he had tried too hard to introduce some realism into the exercise. He had
allowed a simulated situation to continue without ensuring that the aircraft could overshoot safely or stop within the
runway confines, should it become necessary. The pilot had not taken independent action because he was under
pressure to meet the test requirements and expected the more experienced testing officer to maintain a safety watch.
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