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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199600984 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: 14km S Sydney, Aerodrome

State: NSW Inv Category: 4

Date: Saturday 30 March 1996

Time: 1730 hours Time Zone ESUT

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Fairchild IndustriesInc

Aircraft Mode: SA227-DC

Aircraft Registration: VH-HCB Serial Number: DC-871B
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: Orange NSW

Departure Time:

Destination: Sydney NSW

Aircraft Manufacturer: Saab Aircraft AB

Aircraft Mode: SF-340B

Aircraft Registration: VH-EKG Serial Number: 367
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled

Damageto Aircraft: Nil

Departure Point: Wagga Wagga NSW

Departure Time:

Destination: Sydney NSW

Approved for Release: Tuesday, July 16, 1996

Visual approachesto Sydney Airport were in progress, domestic arrivals being processed for runway 34R, and
international arrivalsfor runway 34L. The arrival sequence was being handled by Approach South (APP-S) and
Approach North (APP-N) radar controllers. Traffic density was described as light to medium.

To resolve atraffic management problem in his airspace, APP-S coordinated with APP-N for aMetro 23 to
complete aright circuit for arrival to runway 34R. Thisinvolved radar vectoring the aircraft to pass overhead
Sydney Airport onto aright downwind leg, east of the runway complex, an area which was normally under the
jurisdiction of APP-N. However, as there was no traffic east of the runway at the time, it was agreed to keep the
Metro 23 on the APP-S frequency.
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A SAAB 340 (SF34) was also being processed by APP-S for alanding on runway 34R, and was given radar vectors
to join on left downwind. During the arrival sequence, the crews of both aircraft were given instructions to descend
to 2,000 ft and were vectored onto opposing headings for their respective base legs. Some coordination concerning
other aircraft took place at about thistime. When the Metro 23 was passing through the final approach path of
runway 34R, the crew questioned the controller as to whether they were to turn the aircraft right to intercept final
approach. APP-S confirmed this, then vectored the SF34 to remain clear of the Metro 23. Recorded radar data
indicated the aircraft passed within 2 NM of each other, with a minimum vertical separation of 200 ft. The required
radar separation standard was 3 NM laterally or 1,000 ft vertically.

The decision to leave the Metro 23 on the APP-S frequency, whilst being vectored within APP-N, airspace was
considered to be a significant factor in the development of this occurrence. Whilst the APP-S controller believed he
had not forgotten to issue the crew of the Metro 23 with a clearance to turn onto final approach, it appeared he had a
mind-set, or expectancy, that APP-N would process the aircraft, as would normally happen. This mind-set was
experienced despite the fact that the colour of the Metro 23's radar symbol indicated it was under the jurisdiction of
APP-S.
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