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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199600130 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Broken Hill, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Monday 15 January 1996
Time: 2010 hours Time Zone CSuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 172M
Aircraft Registration: VH-IEB Serial Number: 17263110
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Oakdale Station NSW
Departure Time: 2000 CSuT
Destination: Broken Hill NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 700.0 850

Approved for Release: Thursday, November 21, 1996

During an early morning inspection of Broken Hill aerodrome the groundsman discovered an aircraft upside down
about 300 m short of runway 23, just outside the aerodrome boundary. The owner was contacted by the local police
who advised them that his aircraft had been stolen. Further police enquiries revealed that the owner had actually
been the pilot, who now claimed he was suffering from amnesia, possibly caused by a head injury as the aircraft
rolled over.

Later the pilot stated that he had departed his property at approximately 2000 CSuT for Broken Hill, with an arrival
time of 2016 CSuT. He joined the circuit on downwind for runway 23, reduced engine power and lowered 20
degrees of flap. Turning base leg he recalled that the engine appeared to be sluggish to throttle movement when an
increase in power was required to overcome an excessive sink rate, which he thought may have been caused by the
very high temperature of the day.  He then retracted the flaps as he was worried that the aircraft might stall. This
action probably  increased the sink rate.

The aircraft contacted the ground heavily well short of the runway, continued for several metres before contacting
obstacles and rolling inverted.
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A friend and his family, who had visited the pilot's property that day for a barbeque,  reported they had observed the
pilot consume about 8 - 10 stubbies of full strength beer during the afternoon. They departed for their property at
about 2000 CSuT, and after about 15 minutes were "buzzed" by an aircraft they believed belonged to the pilot,
which then continued in the direction of Broken Hill.

A thorough inspection, and test run of the engine was carried out which did not reveal any faults or malfunctions
that may have caused a loss of power. An inspection of the aircraft failed to find any faults which could have
contributed to the accident.

The police and the Civil Aviation Safety Authority are investigating further.
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