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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199600079 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Mackerode Station
State: SA Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 10 January 1996
Time: 1015 hours Time Zone CSuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-28RT-201T
Aircraft Registration: VH-WRI Serial Number: 28R-8431008
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Mildura VIC
Departure Time: 0915 CSuT
Destination: Collinsville Stn SA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 300.0 4500

Approved for Release: Tuesday, November 5, 1996

The pilot had planned to visit a friend's property and made arrangements to land at the nearby Collinsville property
airstrip. Before departing he contacted the Collinsville manager to ask permission to use the airstrip, and obtain
information concerning its location and condition.

On arrival in the area the pilot was able to locate his friend's property from the air, then using directions he had been
given he tracked to a property which he believed was Collinsville. He was unable to locate the prominent airstrip of
which he had been advised, but found an airstip behind an orchard with the runway directions, and similiar physical
features to that of Collinsville.  He noted that the area had been recently cleared and mowed, and a fence removed to
increase its length.

The pilot overflew the airstrip to check its condition, and reported that he thought its length maybe a little short, but
believed he would be able to depart again if he used all the airstrip length from the tree line adjacent to the
threshold.

The pilot ascertained that a slight south-easterly breeze was blowing, and made an approach for landing towards the
south.
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The aircraft touched down well into the airstrip, and as it was slowing down the left wheel entered a hole which had
been left in the ground after the fence removal. This caused the aircraft to veer left and follow a slope towards the
airstrip boundary fence. The pilot was unable to regain directional control of the aircraft before the left wing
impacted with a concrete fence post causing substantial damage.

The manager of this property arrived soon after the accident and advised the pilot that Collinsville was the
neighbouring property.
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