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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199703721 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Adelaide, Aerodrome
State: SA Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 05 November 1997
Time: 1850 hours Time Zone CSuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Fairchild Industries Inc
Aircraft Model: SA227-DC
Aircraft Registration: VH-KDT Serial Number: DC-800B
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Adelaide  SA
Departure Time: 1850 CSuT
Destination: Mt Gambier  SA

Approved for Release: Wednesday, April 15, 1998

The pilot in command of a Metro 23 had requested an intersection departure on runway 23 at Adelaide airport. At
the time of the incident, weather conditions were VFR and radio traffic on the tower frequency was increasing. The
pilot in command of the Metro 23 had been instructed to line up and be ready for an immediate departure (visual)
with a maintain runway heading restriction. However, the pilot recalled that there had been considerable radio traffic
on frequency and the ADC had spoken to at least one other aircraft between the times when he had passed the
departure instructions and the take-off clearance.

The co-pilot had received the departure instructions because the pilot in command had had his attention diverted to
another pre-take-off task when the clearance was issued. The pilot stated that he was concerned that a B737 was
awaiting departure instructions at the threshold of the same runway and he wanted to minimise any inconvenience to
that aircraft. He stated that perhaps as a result of the traffic on the tower frequency and that the departure
instructions and take-off clearance had been passed in two distinct transmissions, he had overlooked the
requirement to confirm the maintain runway heading instruction with the ADC. The pilot in command stated that at
the time of take-off he was sure that the only instruction which had been passed was "118.2 airborne, clear for
take-off".

When airborne and at a safe height he had queried the co-pilot whether or not they should make a left turn as they
had made a visual departure. The pilot then elected to make the left turn and they sighted another aircraft which was
tracking to intercept final for rwy 30. It then became apparent to the crew of the Metro 23 that a mistake had been
made. The error was later confirmed when they transferred to the approach frequency and the controller asked
whether or not the ADC had stipulated maintain runway heading in the departure instructions.
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Although it remains the responsibility of the pilot in command to abide by ATC instructions, this incident has
highlighted the dangers associated with ATS personnel "splitting" an instruction. If ATS had repeated the
requirement to maintain runway heading as part of the take-off clearance, the crew would have been reminded of
the instruction at the point of departure.
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