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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199700535 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Melbourne, Aerodrome
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Sunday 23 February 1997
Time: 1826 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 172H
Aircraft Registration: VH-KWG Serial Number: 17254964
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Mildura Vic
Departure Time:
Destination: Wangaratta Vic

Aircraft Manufacturer: Boeing Co
Aircraft Model: 727-277
Aircraft Registration: VH-ANB Serial Number: 22642
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination: Melbourne Vic

Approved for Release: Tuesday, February 25, 1997

The pilot of VH-KWG called Essendon tower saying words to the effect that "he was just down from Mildura, a bit
short on fuel and requesting an approach to the airstrip on the left".  The Essendon tower controller checked his
radar screen and noted a primary return on a left base for runway 16 at Melbourne. The return was confirmed as
being KWG.  At the same time a B727, VH-ANB, was joining final for runway 16 approximately three miles
behind KWG.  The Essendon tower controller coordinated with the Melbourne tower controller to divert ANB to
avoid a serious conflict on final approach.  KWG was retained on Essendon tower frequency and cleared to land on
runway 16 at Melbourne.
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Investigation revealed that the pilot was from another state and not familiar with the area.  He had planned a flight
from Mildura to Wangaratta. He was using a portable GPS but its battery went flat during the flight and its DC
power supply system was not working.  Having lost GPS information, he tuned the aircraft's ADF to Wangaratta but
did not check the morse code identifier.  Furthermore, there were isolated thunderstorms in the area and the pilot
had been diverting around cloud en route.  He did not have an Enroute Supplement or an ERC Low or a WAC chart.
He was carrying an ONC chart.  He reported that he followed the ADF needle until he saw Melbourne Airport
where he finally landed.
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