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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199803948 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 278km S Karratha, Aerodrome
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 18 September 1998
Time: 1516 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft
Manufacturer:

British Aerospace Plc

Aircraft Model: BAe 146-200A
Aircraft Registration: VH-JJQ Serial

Number:
E2038

Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic High Capacity Passenger
Scheduled

Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Perth  WA
Departure Time:
Destination: Karratha  WA

Approved for Release: Friday, November 13, 1998

Whilst in cruise at FL250 the aircraft de-pressurised and the oxygen masks deployed. The crew declared a PAN,
executed an emergency descent, and performed the Rapid Depressurisation and Emergency Descent drills. During
the descent it was determined that the selector switch for the cabin pressure controller was in the DITCH position
which had caused all cabin pressure to be lost. The crew re-selected the switch to its normal position and regained
control of the pressurisation. The descent was terminated at FL160 and the flight continued to its destination.

It was determined that the incident occurred when the co-pilot's shoulder contacted the switch while he was
returning to his seat. On this and one other aircraft in the operator's fleet the selection to DITCH is achieved by
pushing in and rotating the switch in an anti-clockwise direction. All other aircraft in the fleet are fitted with a
selector where the selection of DITCH is achieved by pulling out the selector switch and then rotating in an
anti-clockwise direction.

The operator removed the pressure control panel and returned it to the vendor for a check of the switch depression
and spring tension settings. Pending the results of these tests the operator is examining the replacement of the push
actuated switches with the pull actuated switches.

An Operational Notice has been issued to all pilots reminding them of the position and operation of the selector,
alerting them to take particular care when getting in and out of the right pilot's seat in flight.
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