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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199803705 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Tumbarumba ALA
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 08 September 1998
Time: 1125 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-31-350
Aircraft Registration: VH-TAR Serial Number: 31-7405207
Type of Operation: Charter         Passenger
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Albury  NSW
Departure Time: 1102 EST
Destination: Tumbarumba  NSW

Aircraft Manufacturer: Lockheed Georgia Co
Aircraft Model: C-130H
Aircraft Registration: REG_1998037051 Serial Number:
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Other (including military)
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Wagga Wagga  NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Wagga Wagga  NSW

Approved for Release: Monday, October 12, 1998

A military Hercules aircraft, operating under visual flight rules, was conducting an airdrop exercise at low level onto
Tumbarumba airfield. Due to a delay in the airdrop, the aircraft was holding in a right orbit east of the airfield at an
altitude of 1,000ft above ground level. A Piper Chieftain aircraft, on an instrument flight rules charter flight, was on
descent to Tumbarumba. The pilot of the Chieftain made transmissions on the area frequency at the top of descent
and on arrival in the circuit area but heard no replies from other aircraft. While flying on downwind for a left circuit
to runway 19, the Chieftain pilot, and his passengers, observed the Hercules aircraft on their right side on a parallel
track and at about the same altitude. When the Chieftain pilot specifically addressed a radio transmission to the
Hercules aircraft in the Tumbarumba area, the Hercules crew replied that they had visual contact with the Chieftain
and would remain clear. The Chieftain completed its landing on runway 19 and the Hercules departed the
Tumbarumba area at low level.

The operator of the Hercules reported that the crew had received the broadcasts from the Chieftain pilot but had
replied on the wrong frequency due to the incorrect positioning of the copilot's radio transmit selector. After
receiving the call directed at their aircraft type, the crew discovered their error and transmitted on the correct
frequency.
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The minimum distance between the two aircraft could not be established. The minimum separation reported by the
Chieftain pilot varied from that reported by the crew of the other aircraft. Radar data was unable to reconcile the
discrepancy as the Tumbarumba circuit area is shielded from all nearby radar heads by undulating terrain. However,
neither pilot believed that a collision risk existed.

Although the Hercules crew transmitted on the wrong frequency, they were monitoring the correct frequency and
were aware of the Chieftain. They maintained visual separation with the other aircraft throughout the occurrence.
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