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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199802815 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Broken Hill, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 23 July 1998
Time: 0658 hours Time Zone CSuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Fairchild Industries Inc
Aircraft Model: SA227-AC
Aircraft Registration: VH-IAW Serial Number:
Type of Operation: Charter         Passenger
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Canberra  ACT
Departure Time:
Destination: Broken Hill  NSW

Approved for Release: Thursday, November 26, 1998

When the aircraft arrived in the Broken Hill circuit area, the pilot observed the airfield covered in fog. After failing
to become visual during an instrument approach, he decided to divert to Wilcannia. The pilot declared an emergency
during the diversion, as he expected to arrive at Wilcannia with less than minimum fuel. The aircraft landed at
Wilcannia with about 25 minutes of fuel remaining.

Investigation showed that the Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) requested by the pilot prior to the flight did not include
a forecast of fog or any other significant weather at Broken Hill. At the time of issue of the forecast (1850 Z), the
conditions at Broken Hill were considered to be too dry for fog to develop. Satellite images did not show any fog on
the ground. At 2125Z, after receiving advice of increased moisture levels at Broken Hill and reports of fog at
Mildura, the TAF for Broken Hill was amended to include a 30% probability of fog. The incident aircraft arrived
overhead Broken Hill aerodrome at 2128 UTC and began an instrument approach.

Another company aircraft had landed at Broken Hill approximately 30 minutes earlier, and had advised the pilot of
the incident aircraft that there was no fog.
.
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