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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



________________________________________________________________________________________

3
Aviation Safety Investigation Report

199802197
________________________________________________________________________________________

Occurrence Number: 199802197 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Brisbane, Aerodrome
State: QLD Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 17 June 1998
Time: 0600 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: 58
Aircraft Registration: VH-SWT Serial Number: TH-560
Type of Operation: Commercial      Other
Damage to Aircraft: Minor
Departure Point: Brisbane  Qld
Departure Time: 0600 EST
Destination:

Approved for Release: Wednesday, June 24, 1998

When the pilot of VH-SWT requested start approval and clearance at 0535 EST, the callsign was not that which had
been flight planned. Processing of the new callsign and the allocation of a transponder code, along with other
arrivals and departures, delayed the departure of SWT for about 20 minutes. The aircraft was to depart from runway
01 at the taxiway A7 intersection.

At 0557, at B747 aircraft landed on runway 19. At this time, the high intensity runway edge lights, as well as the
runway centreline lighting, were selected for runway 19. The B747 was still on the runway but south of the A7
intersection when SWT was cleared to line up. Because of this, the runway 19 high intensity edge lights were left on
as were the runway 19 centreline lights. (The high intensity edge lighting and the centreline lighting cannot be
selected for both runway 01 and runway 19 at the same time.) This meant that the only runway lighting iluminated
for runway 01 was the white omnidirectional runway edge lighting. The green taxiway centreline lights were on.
These extended from taxiway A7 to the runway 01 centreline.

When SWT was issued with a transponder code and cleared for an immediate departure, the aircraft was at the
holding point at A7. The pilot read back the incorrect code and was again given the correct code. To enter the code
into the transponder, he had to lean across the cockpit to the right side of the instrument panel. He did this as the
aircraft entered the runway. When he looked forward again, he saw a line of white lights directly ahead and
commenced the takeoff roll. Almost immediately, he heard a noise from the left side of the aircraft and rejected the
takeoff.

The left propeller had struck one of the high intensity runway edge lights. The propeller was damaged and the light
housing destroyed. It appears that when the pilot leaned across the cockpit to enter the transponder code, he veered
left of the taxiway lights leading to the runway centreline and then assumed that the omnidirectional edge lighting
depicted the runway centreline.
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As a result of this incident, Airservices Australia has written to the airport operator proposing that the lighting
system be modified so that the centreline lights for runways 01 and 19 are omni-directional. A letter supporting this
proposal has been sent from BASI Brisbane Field Office to Brisbane Airport Corporation Limited.

The operator is issuing a memo to all pilots advising them of the incident and the runway lighting arrangements
which can apply when one runway is being used for arrivals and the other for departures.
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