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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199802100 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: Perth, Aerodrome
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 10 June 1998
Time: 1030 hours TimeZone WST
Highest Injury Level: None
Aircraft Boeing Co
Manufacturer:
Aircraft Mode: 737-476
Aircraft Registration: VH-TJE Serial 24430
Number:

Type of Operation: Air Trangport Domestic High Capacity Passenger

Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Perth WA
Departure Time: 1030 WST
Destination: Sydney NSW

Approved for Release: Thursday, August 6, 1998

The aerodrome controller (ADC) at Perth tower had cleared the Boeing 737 to line up on runway 21. An Airservices
Australia car was accompanying the airfield mower cutting grass at the runway's edge, approximately midway

along the runway. The ADC was aware that the car was just within the flight strip but he was not aware of the
existence of the mower. Only after he cleared the 737 to take off and it had begun rolling, did he become aware of
the mower and its close proximity to the runway. He instructed the pilot of the 737 to cancel the takeoff. The surface
movement controller (SMC), who had not heard the take-off clearance, became aware of impending confliction
when the aircraft began rolling. He instructed the car to vacate the flight strip. The aircraft stopped approximately
600 m before the original position of the mower having rolled approximately 750 m.

The mower was a small blue vehicle and was approximately 1500 m from the tower and would have been difficult
to see from the tower. The ADC had taken over the position approximately 10 minutes prior to the incident. He
reported that he could not recall being advised about the mower during the handover so the ADC was unaware of
the mower's existence. However, the "runway occupied” strip had been placed in the ADC's departure runway
designator console but because the ADC did not post the aircraft's flight strip on the console before clearing the
aircraft for take-off, he did not note that the mower's operation near runway. The manual of air traffic services
(MATYS) details arequirement that an aircraft not be issued with atake-off clearance until its flight strip has been
placed under the "runway occupied” strip at the ADC console and the runway has been vacated.
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When the ADC issued the take-off clearance, he had assumed that the SM C had ensured that the runway was
vacated although he had not coordinated with the SMC to ensure that such was the case. The tower coordinator
normally supervised the operations within the tower but he was pre-occupied at the time recording information for
the automatic terminal information service (ATIS). He had, therefore, not noticed the incident developing until the
aircraft had begun its take-off run. He reported that he then called to the ADC to stop the aircraft because there was
avehicle on the runway.

LOCAL SAFETY ACTION

Airservices Australia has issued alocal instruction highlighting the necessity of full handover procedures and a
requirement to address escort vehicles with their callsign and escorted company on al radio communications and
during tower coordination.
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