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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199801976 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Cairns, Aerodrome
State: QLD Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 02 June 1998
Time: 0730 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: C90
Aircraft Registration: VH-FDP Serial Number: LJ-968
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Aerial Ambulance
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Cairns  Qld
Departure Time:
Destination: Kowanyama  Qld

Approved for Release: Tuesday, June 16, 1998

The pilot of FDP had been instructed to taxy to the holding point at taxiway A2 for departure. The Surface
Movement Controller then diverted his attention to other traffic. The Aerodrome Controller then noticed that FDP
was holding at the intersection of runway 15 and taxiway A3 , partially inside the holding point.The pilot advised
that the aircraft was slightly inside the holding point and asked for approval to conduct engine checks in that
position. As there was no immediate traffic, the aircraft was cleared onto the runway.

The pilot reported that he did not see the holding point marking until he had passed over it. He added that the
marking did not extend across the full width of the taxiway, and felt that this contributed to the incident. In addition,
he  had not operated into Cairns for more than 2 years, so he was not completely familiar with the aerodrome layout.

The comments by the pilot on the holding point marking were discussed with the local Airservices manager and the
airport owner. Both these agencies indicated that there had been other instances of pilot confusion concerning
taxiway markings in the same area. It was agreed that Airservices would arrange for a 'Caution' note to be inserted
in the En-route Supplement advising pilots to exercise caution when approaching the taxiway A3 holding point.
The airport owner was completing arrangements to repaint the holding point marking to extend the full width of the
taxiway, and to repaint the holding point and frequency information on the associated gable marker.
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