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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199801382 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: Broome, Aerodrome
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 07 April 1998
Time: 0950 hours TimeZone WST
Highest Injury Level: None
Aircraft Manufacturer: Fairchild Industries Inc
Aircraft Mode: SA227-DC
Aircraft Registration: VH-OYB Serial Number: DC-848B
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Broome WA
Departure Time:
Destination: Derby WA
Crew Details:
Hourson

Role Classof Licence Type Hours Total

Pilot-In-Command (AICUS) ATPL 84.0 7050

Pilot-In-Command ATPL 940.0 5410

Approved for Release: Monday, July 6, 1998

The crew of aFairchild Metro 23 aircraft report experiencing difficulty in maintaining directional control as they
applied power during the take-off roll. The aircraft seemed to be sluggish in accelerating and was pulling to the | eft.
The difficulty in controlling the aircraft was exacerbated due to the inadvertent deactivation of the nose wheel
steering button on the left power lever.

This system had been checked during taxi and was confirmed as serviceable. The crew indicate that this switch was
"on" at completion of the pre take-off checklist, but had somehow been released during the early stages of the
take-off roll.

The crew detected that the left propeller had not released the start locks, resulting in asymmetric power being
produced. A non-standard call made by the pilot not flying is reported to have delayed the crew's recognition of the
problem. The crew were in the process of abandoning the take-off when the aircraft veered off the left side of the
runway, stopping prior to the runway 10 T-VASIS. The crew taxied the aircraft back onto the runway, switched the
nose wheel steering system "on" and taxied normally back to the hangar for maintenance investigation.

The aircraft was not damaged during the incident and all aircraft systems checked out as serviceable. The crew
briefed themselves on aspects of the previous incident before departing on the planned flight.
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