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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



________________________________________________________________________________________

3
Aviation Safety Investigation Report

199801104
________________________________________________________________________________________

Occurrence Number: 199801104 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Cobden, (ALA)
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 26 March 1998
Time: 1530 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-28-181
Aircraft Registration: VH-DJQ Serial Number: 28-7890040
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Cobden  Vic
Departure Time:
Destination: Moorabbin  Vic.

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 65.0 65

Approved for Release: Thursday, April 9, 1998

The pilot was preparing to depart on a private flight from Cobden Vic. to Moorabbin. The Piper Cherokee aircraft
was parked in front of the club house when the pilot found that the starter motor would not engage. After various
attempts to get the starter motor to engage were unsuccesssful the pilot decided to hand swing the propeller.

The pilot advised that he applied the parking brake, set the throttle to approximately half power and turned the
magneto switches on. When he swung the propeller the engine started and ran at high RPM. The parking brakes did
not stop the aircraft from rolling forward. The pilot grabbed the wing to try to arrest the aircraft's progress, however
it continued to gather speed. When the pilot could no longer hang onto the wing he grabbed the tail plane. The pilot
was carried 300 metres before he relinquished his grip and the aircraft sped away.

The aircraft coninued south past the wind sock and broke through the perimeter fence into a paddock. It ran across
the paddock and through another fence and across the airfield access road. On the far side of the road it demolished
a gate before colliding with a shed and toilet, coming to rest against a farm plough. The aircraft had travelled in
excess of 1 1/2 km.
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The low time pilot had not been trained in hand starting aircraft engines. He said that he was not aware of the
regulatory requirements surrounding the starting of aircraft engines, and did not ask a nearby pilot to sit on the
brakes while he attempted the hand start. He stated was not aware that the operator from whom he rented the aircraft
specifically banned unauthorised attempts to rectify defects when away from Moorabbin, including the hand starting
of aircraft engines.
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