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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199800564 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Busselton, (ALA)
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 20 February 1998
Time: 1851 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 441
Aircraft Registration: VH-NFD Serial Number: 4410159
Type of Operation: Charter         Aerial Ambulance
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Jandakot  WA
Departure Time: 1822 WST
Destination: Busselton WA

Approved for Release: Wednesday, February 25, 1998

VH-NFD departed Jandakot  WA at 1822 WST for Busselton  WA as a medical priority flight. The pilot reported
that
at 1851 he made a straight in approach to runway 21 at Busselton Airport. After establishing the aircraft on final
approach and lowering the undercarriage, approach flap was selected at approximately 700 ft. The pilot selected full
flap with the speed at 120 knots. Passing 500 feet, the pilot experienced yaw towards the left and a complete loss of
engine power from the left engine, followed by a loud backfire. The pilot shut the engine down and continued to
land on runway 21. After landing the pilot managed to clear the runway by using a series of large circles to work his
way to the taxiway and to the tarmac area where he cancelled the SAR, and advised Perth FSE what had happened.
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