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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199800255 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Bankstown, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Monday 26 January 1998
Time: 1234 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-28RT-201
Aircraft Registration: VH-KBD Serial Number: 28R-7918088
Type of Operation: Instructional   Solo
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Bankstown  NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Albury  NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Private 10.0 132

Approved for Release: Thursday, February 12, 1998

The Piper Arrow was on a flight from Bankstown to Albury under the visual flight rules. At Goulburn, the pilot
elected to return to Bankstown due to low cloud. During the return flight, the pilot noticed the engine oil
temperature and fuel contents indications drop to zero. He transmitted a PAN call but received no response.
Assuming he had suffered a radio failure, the pilot continued to Bankstown and joined the circuit on downwind for
runway 29R.

Bankstown tower controllers, observing the aircraft approaching with the landing gear retracted, unsuccessfully
attempted to contact the pilot by radio. They then flashed a red light signal to indicate to the pilot he should continue
circling. The common crash call and crash alarm were activated, and a full emergency declared. The aircraft
subsequently touched down with the landing gear still retracted,  skidding along the runway for about 70 metres
before coming to a halt. The pilot vacated the aircraft without injury.

The pilot subsequently reported that when he lost radio contact he assumed he had suffered a radio failure, although
the radio continued to generate static. He continued his return and made a non-radio approach to Bankstown. After
joining the circuit on the downwind leg, he selected the landing gear down but did not monitor the landing gear
warning lights as he was concentrating on a slower aircraft ahead, and looking for light signals from the control
tower. He did not see the red signal light and failed to realise the landing gear was not extended until he landed.
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A maintenance check of the aircraft did not find any defects associated with the electrical, radio or landing gear
systems which may have contributed to the accident.
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