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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199800188 Occurrence Type: Accident
L ocation: 86km ENE Roma, Aerodrome
State: QLD Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 22 January 1998
Time: 1615 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: Serious
Injuries:

Fata  Serious Minor None Tota
Crew 1 1 0 2
Ground
Passenger

Total

O O O o

0 0 0 0
0 1 0 1
1 2 0 3

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp

Aircraft M oddl: PA-32-300

Aircraft Registration:  VH-JQL Serial Number: 32-7140017
Type of Operation: Commercia  Aeria Agriculture/Baiting

Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed

Departure Point: Nullin Station QId
Departure Time:
Destination: Nullin Station Qld
Crew Details:
Hourson
Role Classof Licence Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 200.0 7500

Approved for Release: Monday, February 2, 1998

The pilot reported that the engine faltered briefly when he applied full power while rolling out of a procedure turn
during an aerial seeding operation. He then deliberately stalled the aircraft into the tops of trees when it was clear
that it was losing performance. The aircraft rolled right and struck the ground in a nose down, inverted attitude. The
pilot and station manager occupied the front seats, the seed dispatcher was tethered by alanyard in the rear cabin
from which the seats had been removed. All three occupants were taken to hospital, two with minor and one with
serious injuries.

The aircraft carried an emergency locator transmitter (ELT) which was fixed to structure in the rear fuselage. The
ELT worked automatically, alerting AusSAR to the accident.

Onsite photographs indicated that the engine was producing high power when the propeller struck tree trunks. The
flight conditions were extreme; 43 degrees C, moderate turbulence and a density altitude of approximately 5,200 ft.
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