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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198702440 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Cassilis NSW 
Date: 19 November 1987 Time: 2200 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 1 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 1 0 0 
Total 0 2 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Beechcraft V35   
Registration: VH-CFH   
Serial Number: D-8396   
Operation Type: Aerial Work (Business)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Archerfield NSW   
Departure Time: 1945   
Destination: Mudgee NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 8 June 1988 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft was cruising at 10,000 feet at night, when the passenger noticed the manifold pressure reducing. The 
engine rpm also dropped and the pilot changed fuel tanks, switched on the fuel boost pumps and moved the throttle 
and pitch controls to the fully forward positions. At about the same time the manifold pressure and engine rpm 
readings reportedly dropped to zero. The aircraft was set up in a glide and despite several attempts engine power 
could not be restored. The pilot tracked the aircraft towards a town and descended over the town before taking up a 
westerly heading in preparation for landing. At about 20 feet above the ground the aircraft struck a tree and then 
landed heavily on a steep bank. An inspection of the engine found that the crankshaft had failed due to a fatigue 
fracture initiated from a manufacturing fault. An Airworthiness Directive regarding inspections of crankshafts in 
this type of engine has since been introduced. 


