Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198401412

Piper PA28-181

20 October 1984



2
Aviation Safety Investigation Report
198401412

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198401412 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 6 km North-East GLEN INNES NSW
Date: 20 October 1984 Time: 1504
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 1

Total 0 0 0 2

Aircraft Details: Piper PA28-181
Registration: VH-SVQ

Serial Number:

Operation Type: Private Travel
Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Gympie QLD
Departure Time: 1504
Destination: Glen Innes NSW

Approved for Release: 14th March, 1985

Circumstances:

The aircraft departed with a planned fuel endurance of 170 minutes, and an expected flight time of 116 minutes.
About 110 minutes after take-off the engine lost power and the pilot was forced to land on unsuitable terrain. The
aircraft sustained damage to the wings, landing gear and rear fuselage as it ran through two fences and came to rest
after striking several trees. Initial inspection revealed that the spring loaded fuel drain cock for the right tank was in
the open position. The aircraft was parked on wet grass when the pilot conducted the fuel drain check and he
evidently did not visually check to ensure that the right wing drain cock had resealed. When the engine lost power
the pilot switched the electric fuel pump on before changing tanks. This sequence is the reverse of that
recommended by the manufacturer and increases the time taken to effectively restore power. Adequate fuel had
remained in the other tank to allow completion of the flight, had engine power been regained.



