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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199001137 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 15 km NNW of Deniliquin NSW 
Date: 1 March 1990 Time: 1240 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA36-375   
Registration: VH-HKE   
Serial Number: 36-7760076   
Operation Type: Aerial Agriculture   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Deniliquin NSW   
Departure Time: 1215   

Destination: Agricultural Airstrip 23 km 
NE of Deniliquin NSW   

 
Approved for Release: 23rd July 1990 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was conducting spraying operations over a millett crop which was approximately 1.5 metres high. 
Towards the end of the spray run, the aircraft flew under two wires which were about 5.6 metres above the ground. 
Weather conditions were ideal with high overcast cloud and a light southerly wind. On the second spray run, the 
aircraft struck the powerlines. The aircraft's wire deflector cable was broken and the wires then struck the vertical 
fin, one 50 millimetres from the top and the second 150 millimetres from the top. The wires then tore the tail fin off 
the aircraft, leaving the rudder trailing by its control cables. The aircraft was seen to pull up abruptly to a height of 
approximately 150 feet, turn left and head toward open paddocks one kilometre away. Shortly after, it descended 
rapidly into a crop about 300 metres short of open paddocks, coming to rest 19 metres from initial impact. 
Engineering examinations found that the elevators had been fouled by the trailing rudder. It is probable that the pilot 
experienced difficulties with elevator control, resulting in loss of control of the aircraft. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. There was insufficient clearance between the crop and the powerline for the aircraft to safely fly under.  

2. The aircraft struck the wires which resulted in the rudder trailing by its control cables.  

3. The trailing rudder interfered with elevator control, probably causing the pilot to lose control. 


