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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000658 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Alice Springs NT 
Date: 7 April 1990 Time: 1400 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Boeing 737-376   
Registration: VH-TJD   
Serial Number: 24298   
Operation Type: Regular Public Transport   
Damage Level: Nil   
Departure Point: Alice Springs NT   
Departure Time: 1430   
Destination: Adelaide SA   
 
Approved for Release: 13th June 1991 

Circumstances: 

The Adelaide Flight Data Officer was under training but he prepared the strip for VH-TJD unsupervised. Due in 
part to the location of the strips and the pressure of attempting "to do a good job" the officer selected an Alice 
Springs to Sydney strip by mistake. This was passed to the controller. When the aircraft taxied at Alice Springs it 
was issued with a clearance by the Alice Springs Tower. Alice Springs then informed the Adelaide controller that 
the aircraft was taxiing for Adelaide and gave the cleared route and level. The Adelaide controller was busy at the 
time but he read back the cleared level. This is an acknowledgement to the Alice Springs controller that he had 
understood the complete communication. The Adelaide controller did not hear the destination as Adelaide and 
seeing the strip assumed the aircraft was tracking to Sydney. Twenty one minutes after departing Alice Springs the 
aircraft was instructed by one Adelaide controller to call another Adelaide controller at position Kalug on the 
Sydney route. The aircraft captain queried the instruction and confirmed the aircraft was tracking to Adelaide. The 
pilot was then instructed to descend the aircraft to Flight Level 330 to remain clear of opposite direction traffic. On 
12 April 1990 Adelaide Air Traffic Control issued Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) 8/90 titled "Co-
ordination of Clearances Between Alice Springs and Adelaide". This AIC requires Alice Control to include in its 
advice to Adelaide Control the first position report. Adelaide Control is required to read back that position while 
Alice Springs ensures the read back is correct. The same procedure is required both on taxi and departure. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the incident  

1. The Trainee Flight Data Officer was not supervised.  

2. The Trainee Flight Data Officer selected an Alice Springs to Sydney strip in error.  
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3. The Adelaide controller did not correctly check the information on the flight progress strip. 

Reccomendations: 

1. The Civil Aviation Authority should investigate better systems of supervision of Trainee Flight Data Officers.  

2. The Civil Aviation Authority should examine all non-radar controlled airspace to determine if the Adelaide AIC 
8/90 of 12 April 1990 - Coordination of clearances between Alice Springs and Adelaide - should be extended to 
other airspace. 


